
YESTERDAY’S NEWS 

 

1903 'Mr James Coats, jun[ior], of Ferguslie House, Paisley, has presented the 

Tiree Reading Room, Scarinish, with a very handsome contribution of useful books. 

The committee feels exceedingly grateful for this valuable gift, which will be found 

most useful during the winter months in a lonely island like Tiree, where there is no 

access to other libraries. Besides the books, Mr Coats has also kindly given bookcases.' 

(Oban Times and Argyllshire Advertiser, 5 September 1903, 6) 

 

Sir James Coats (1834–1913) was a director of the world-renowned Paisley thread-

manufacturing firm of J & P Coats. He supported many rural libraries. 

 

1904 'Mr D. MacDonald, teacher, Hylipol, has received from Mr Coats, Paisley, a 

library consisting of 300 volumes for the benefit of the western district of the island. 

This is the second gift of a similar nature conveyed to Tiree by Mr Coats, the library at 

Scarinish having already benefited by his generosity to the extent of nearly 700 

volumes. The whole island is now well provided with educational facilities of the 

highest order. These libraries in themselves comprising a wealth of varied reading in 

the standard works of religion, poetry, philosophy, biography, travel and fiction, 

placed freely within the reach of all.' (Oban Times and Argyllshire Advertiser, 24 

December 1904, 6) 

 

1905 'The following books have been kindly given by Mr Gardner, of Paisley, to the 

Cornaigmhor School Library, viz. “The Lady of Hirta,” “Friends of the King,” “Common 

Birds of Scotland."' (Oban Times and Argyllshire Advertiser, 1 July 1905, 6) 

 

1911 'The Library: The annual business meeting of the Scarinish Library Committee 

was held within the Reading Room of the Library on Saturday last, when Mr Hugh 

McDonald, postmaster, the energetic secretary and librarian, submitted a highly 

satisfactory report for the year ending 31st July. The library containing an excellent 

selection of standard literature, and the public, as shown by the returns laid before 

the meeting, are not slow to avail themselves of the boon conferred on them by the 

generous donor, Mr James Coats, Paisley. On the motion of Mr McDiarmid, factor, 

seconded by the Rev D. Macpherson, the convenorship of the committee rendered 

vacant by death of Dr. Buchanan was assigned to Mr Kenneth McKenzie, 

Scarinish.' (Oban Times and Argyllshire Advertiser, 5 August 1911, 6) 

 

1911 'The Library: Through the generosity of Mr Cobbold, Ipswich, joint tenant of the 

Tiree shootings, the Scarinish Library Committee has been presented with a supply of 

daintily bound volumes of high class literature, a gift much appreciated by the reading 

public'. (Oban Times and Argyllshire Advertiser, 7 October 1911, 6) 



 

1912 'Scarinish: Fire broke out in the waiting room adjoining Scarinish Library on the 

night of Tuesday last week. Both buildings, including the valuable collection of books 

in the library have been completely destroyed. It is not known exactly how the fire 

originated, although it is supposed that ignition began in the waiting-room, where a 

fire had been kindled during the night by parties awaiting the arrival of one of the 

steamers. The want of these useful premises will be very keenly felt, not only 

in Scarinish, but by parties who come long distances to await the steamers. The loss is 

estimated at £400, but it is understood that this is pretty well covered by insurance.' 

(Oban Times and Argyllshire Advertiser, 12 October 1912, 7) 

 

The ‘reading room and waiting room’ (now An Iodhlann) was built in 1892 with funding 

from the Tiree Cattle Show committee and the eighth Duke. Until 1915, steamers 

anchored off Scarinish harbour. Because boats often arrived first thing in the morning, 

passengers often had to walk from all ends of the island to Scarinish the evening 

before. In all weathers. The building therefore had a fireplace. And we complain about 

ferry travel today … 

 

1913 'It is satisfactory to note that Mr Hugh McDonald, Scarinish, the energetic 

librarian of Scarinish Library, has successfully completed negotiations with the 

Insurance Company in regard to the recent outbreak of fire, whereby the library was 

completely destroyed. The amount due to the Library Committee is sufficient to 

restock the shelves with literature, both as to quantity and quality, of the kind 

destroyed. The want of books has been keenly felt.' (Oban Times and Argyllshire 

Advertiser, 25 January 1913, 7) 

 

1916 'TIREE. Reading Rooms: A meeting of the committee was held at Scarinish 

recently. Various matters of business were discussed, and a sub-committee was 

appointed to select books for the library.' (Oban Times and Argyllshire Advertiser, 22 

January 1916, 7) 

 

Hugh MacDonald died in 1922, and I have not been able to establish yet whether the 

library re-opened. The Reading Room itself was re-built. Certainly, An Iodhlann has a 

number of books donated by James Coats to various Tiree schools, but none of the 

original Reading Room collection. Now I know why! 

 

It is also interesting that Tiree had a successful library 122 years ago. Today, Live Argyll 

is now threatening to close our modern equivalent. 
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