
 

YESTERDAY’S NEWS 

 

AMBULANCES IN THE AIR 

‘A fisherman on the Isle of Islay was taken seriously ill. Peritonitis threatened, and the doctor, 

unable to attend the case himself, telegraphed to Glasgow for the air ambulance kept there 

by the St. Andrews Ambulance Association. The ambulance set out within half an hour after 

the S.O.S. had been received and landed on the beach at Bridgend, Islay. The doctor had 

driven his patient eight miles to this point by car, and the man was transferred, rushed 70 

miles to Renfrew [by plane] and thence ordinary ambulance to Glasgow hospital, where an 

intricate operation was successfully performed.’ (Lincolnshire Echo, 19 September 1933, p. 4). 

 

This was Britain’s first air ambulance flight. 
 

‘In 1935 the Argyll County Council entered into a regular arrangement with Northern and 
Scoƫsh Airways in connecƟon with the Highland Medical Service under the aegis of the 
Health Department for Scotland … Power to call the Air Ambulance is vested in certain doctors 
in the Highlands and Islands Medical Service ... The costs of a Ňight—which work out at about 
£10 an hour—are divided between the department and the county council concerned in cases 
where the paƟent is unable to contribute. In the early days, it was usually a case of bringing 
the district nurse back with the paƟent. This took those invaluable public servants away from 
their areas, and now the pracƟce is to send a nurse with the Air Ambulance.’ (Scoƫsh Daily 
Express, 1939) 
 

TIREE PATIENT TAKEN BY ‘PLANE TO GLASGOW 

MEDICAL OFFICER PHONES FOR AIR AMBULANCE 

‘In response to an urgent telephone message by Dr Gay, medical oĸcer for Argyll, to Renfrew 
Acrodrome on Thursday aŌernoon, an air ambulance was immediately dispatched to Tiree to 
pick up Alexander Kennedy, who was lying criƟcally ill, and take him to Glasgow. Shortly aŌer 
the mail boat Lochaline leŌ the island on her return to Oban on Thursday morning, Kennedy 
suddenly took ill, and his condiƟon became so grave that Dr Hunter [who had come to Tiree 
in 1927] decided to have him taken to the mainland for treatment as quickly as possible. To 
have waited unƟl the mail boat called at the island would have meant a delay of nearly three 
days before the paƟent could reach Glasgow.  
 

‘Dr Hunter reported the case to Dr Gay by telephone, and at 12.45 p.m. a message was sent 
to Renfrew Airport asking for a plane to be sent to pick up the paƟent. By 2.30 p.m. an air 
ambulance from Glasgow had landed at Tiree. This plane, which was piloted by Flying Oĸcer 
[Charles] Almond, had just arrived at Renfrew from the morning service Ňight from Islay as 
the message came through. Without delay, the air liner was stripped of its seats, the special 
stretcher put in, and in 15 minutes it was on its way to Tiree. The plane landed on a Įeld near 



Heynish Bay, where Alexander Kennedy and a nurse [Catherine McAllister from Islay] were 
taken on board, and the air ambulance immediately returned to Renfrew. At the airport, an 
ambulance conveyed the paƟent by road to a Glasgow InĮrmary.’ (Oban Times and Argyllshire 

Advertiser, 18 May 1935, p. 5) 

 

The first phones on Tiree were connected in 1935. The doctor (phone number 220 323) was 

the twenty-third connection. Hynish Bay stretches from Hynish to Baugh, and so this ‘field’ 
may well have been the Reef. 

 

AIR AMBULANCE LANDS ON “BANNED” ISLAND 

‘An air ambulance Ňew yesterday to the island of Tiree, on which the Duke of Argyll has 
banned passenger ‘planes from landing. The Ňight was made to bring a Glasgow holidaymaker, 
who had taken ill, to the Glasgow Western InĮrmary for treatment. The whole journey 
occupied two and a half hours compared with the normal steamer and train journey of almost 
a day.’ (Edinburgh Evening News, 25 August 1936, p. 2) 
 

In fact, the Įrst passenger Ňight to Tiree was on 1 July 1936. 
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