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Ashley, Bert, Conall and Darragh: this year’s named storms. Climate change and warmer 
oceans are making Tiree wetter and windier. But the olden days had their moments, too. 

 

1903 

‘Around the coast the gale continued in force, and many minor casualties to shipping were 

reported, although there was, fortunately, no loss of life. One strange result of the gale is 

reported from the west coast of Scotland, where the weather has been particularly rough. On 

Monday last week a funeral party left Skye for the island of Tiree, joining the steamer [Fingal] 

at Tobermory on Wednesday. When the vessel neared Tiree, it was found impossible to land 

on the island, owing to the boisterous weather, and the party had to be carried back to 

Tobermory. On Thursday, Friday and Saturday, the steamer again endeavoured to land the 

party at Tiree, but on each occasion without success, and finally the coffin had to be landed 

again at Tobermory for interment there.’ (Daily Express, 24 February 1903, 3) 

 

1913 

‘The three broken [telegraph] cables on the West Coast, which had become damaged during 

the storms at the latter end of November—viz., the Colonsay cable, the Coll and Tiree cable, 

and the Castlebay cable—are all now in full working order.’ (Northern Chronicle and General 

Advertiser for the North of Scotland,  12 February 1913, 6) 

 

1921 

‘Swept by a succession of devastating gales and hurricanes, the little low-lying island of Tiree, 

in the Inner Hebrides, off the West of Scotland, is, according to reports, in a terrible 

plight. Since the New Year, the Glasgow supply steamer with food for the islanders has 

not been able to reach the island. Work on the land has been impossible, and fishing has been 

suspended.  

 

‘Mr Seton Gordon writes from Oban: “On March 16 the storm reached its height. A 100-miles-

an-hour gale roared across Tiree, driving before it rain, the like of which I have never seen 

before. [The first official report from the Tiree weather station was filed on 16 September 

1926.] Houses shook and trembled; people were hurled to the ground and rolled over and 

over like wisps of straw. The rain passed, but the sea was still invisible, the hurricane lifting 

the water and making the ocean surface invisible for more than 100 yards. A visitor who 

joined the Glasgow boat at Oban for Tiree has not reached the island yet, ten days later, 

although the sail is six hours at the most. He has been carried round the Outer Hebrides. On 

the day of the worst hurricane, I managed to leave Tiree and made the double crossing of the 

Minch from Tiree to Barra (about 35 miles away in the Outer Hebrides). The captain of the 

steamer said he had only once seen such weather, and that was during a tornado in the 

Tropics. In the sheltered harbour at Castlebay, Barra, vessels were compelled to steam half-



speed ahead with both anchors out to avoid being blown ashore."’ (Dundee Evening 

Telegraph, 23 March 1921, 4)  

 

The same storm was described in The Scotsman: 

 

1921 

‘March in the Hebrides has been a month of almost constant and often terrific storms. Of 

the Hebrides, the Island of Tiree has experienced these storms to the full. The island has no 

proper harbour, and on account of the failure of the steamers to call, the islanders are in 

many cases without flour, sugar and many other necessities. From March 1 to 8, the storm, 

did actually at times die down for a few hours, but from then onwards the passage of cyclones 

across the island has been continuous. On Wednesday 9th, the mailboat Plover could not face 

the storm, but the following day, against the prophecy of most of the islanders, she entered 

Gott Bay in a gale and with a heavy sea running, and succeeded in landing passengers and 

mails. The natives of the island are loud in their praises of Captain McDougall of the Plover, 

who, they say, has all through the winter, with exceptional skill, succeeded with a surprising 

regularity in maintaining the steamer service. 

On Friday 11th, the south-westerly gale continued, but the mailboat again landed mails on 

her outward run to Barra. Before her return on Saturday, a terrific gale from the south swept 

the island, and she was quite unable to call to take off passengers and mails. Monday 14th, 

was still stormy, but the weekly supply of bread was landed in the morning. Tuesday 15th, 

brought at daybreak another hurricane from the south. Again, the boat could not call, and 

again the passengers for the south [Glasgow], some of whom had come from the far side of 

the island, 9 miles distant, were unable to leave. But the storm of Wednesday 16th was 

the most violent, the wind about 9 am easily exceeding sixty miles an hour, and terrific squalls 

of torrential rain being driven before the gale.  

Owing to a misunderstanding, the Dunara Castle , with a very heavy cargo of flour and general 

goods for the island, found no one at the pier when she called on the early morning of the 7th 

of March, and after blowing her siren for over an hour without reply, proceeded north. She 

was due back on the morning of the 15th, but on account of the gale steered for Bunessan 

and thence for Glasgow. This steamer, owing to the exceptionally wild weather conditions, 

has not been able to land her cargo at Tiree on one single occasion since the New Year. 

Indeed, it is said the New Year grog, consigned to one of the islanders, is still aboard of her 

[ten weeks late].’ (The Scotsman, 21 March 1921, 7) 
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Caption: The wreck of the trawler Ocean Tide off Mannal in a storm in January 1942. 

Photograph George Holleyman. 

 

 

 

 


