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Tyree 19" Aug' 1873
Police Report
Margaret M°Fadyen Daughter of and residing with Donald M°Fadyen residing in
Arinagour Island and parish of Coll and Shire of Argyll. Is charged with plucking the fleece off a dead
wedder with intent to steal. So far as on or about the 24" of June last, and on the farm of Arintluich
Coll aforesaid, and occupied by the Proprietor John Stewart Esq" of Coll
The said Margaret
Mc°Donald did pull a quantity of wool off a two year old blackfaced wedder with intent to steal said wool
or fleece. the property of or in the lawful possession of the said John Stewart.
John M°Dougall
Constable

Witnesses = 1%t Alexander M°Lean Joint Tenant of and residing in Caolisinellan Coll
2" Archibald M°Neilage servant to Malcolm Gilchrist & residing at Totaronald Coll.
3 Donald M°Neilage Shepherd to John Stewart Esqr and residing at Acha, Coll
aforesaid. - - - -

Alexander M°Lean says, | am 32 years & a joint Tenant of the farm of Caolisinellan. At clipping time in
June last, 7 or 8 weeks ago, the said Donald M°Neilage shepherd desired me to keep a lookout for a
blackfaced wedder ~~
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Wedder which was ill with the [?stirdy], that went amissing lately on Arintluich aforesaid and near
Caolisinellan aforesaid. | in a day or two and on a Sabbath morning found dead the said wedder on
said Arintluich farm & near my march.

which | laid on a more conspicuous place that said shepherd might readily observed it
at a distance. On the Tuesday morning following (which was wet and stormy) | was looking after our
horses, when | saw accused (Margaret M°Fadyen) at fully 100 yards off, as if in the act of pulling the
wool off said wedder. | cried you will be put to prison | heard no reply, but, whereupon she
immediately walked off with a quick step with the back of her head to me & towards the road leading to
Arinagour. -

| then went to the place & found the one third of the fleece plucked off the one side of said
wedder, all the plucked wool was laying aside the carcase. | then plucked off the whole fleece
secured it & threw the carcase into a ditch, as it was quite useless’

Two days after, | gave said wool to Archibald M°Neilage Son of & then residing with Donald
M°Neilage aforesaid. | told him had it not been for me, a woman from Arinagour would have all said
fleece pulled off said wedder, & stolen. | shewed him the carcase.

In a day or two after (| don’t know the months very well) | was going to clip sheep at
Lachlan M°Lean farmer Gorsten when | met said Donald M°Neilage, we talked ~~
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Talked over the matter. |told him it was black Peggy the woman (accused) that was pulling the fleece
off the wedder | said | am the only person that saw her & she will deny it —

It was then understood between us to say nothing about it that she would [?let] us out of it.
That is the reason why | did not tell it before now.

| saw accused often on my ground along the shore where | would not like to see her she is not
good.

Archibald M°Neilage 20 years coroborates with M°Lean’s statement in receiving the fleece, & seeing
the carcass of said wedder at the end of June last about clipping time.



Donald M°Neilage says | coroborate with what M°Lean says concerning the missing of said wedder
also in receiving the fleece from my Son said Archibald M°Neilage. And what passed between M°Lean
& | when we met therefore | said nothing about it untill Tuesday last 12" Aug!

when | thought proper to tell it to James Young Manager Breachacha - -



