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        29th November 1860 
Compeared Donald Macfarlan Boatman and residing at Arynagour on the Island of Coll aforesaid says 
I am 35 years of age  My house is situated near the head of the Pier at Arynagour harbour I remember 
Cameron & Macphersons boats landing sheep at the quay on a Sabbath about a fortnight ago Both 
boats immediately after the sheep were discharged hauled out from the Quay and came to anchor in 
the harbour Macphersons boat left early next forenoon but Camerons was brought alongside the quay 
took on board another Cargo of sheep and did not sail till the evening  Truth  - 
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   Gaelic  James Campbell son of and residing with Donald Campbell a Cottar and residing at 
Ballyhaugh in the Island of Coll aforesaid says I am 24 years of age on Monday last was a fortnight I 
left Coll in Donald Camerons smack to take charge of a Cargo of sheep put on board that day at 
Arynagour Pier to be landed at Oban  The sheep were put on board by Donald McDonald and were all 
of them Blackfaced wedders I was present and assisted to put them into the boat  We were three days 
on the Passage   There were no sheep in the Boat living or dead except the blackfaced wedders put 
on board in Coll  I am quite certain there were no cheviot Hogs at least I did not [see] them and it is not 
possible I think that they could have been ~~ 
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been on Board as the Boat is small without my knowledge  I had learned that this Boat and another 
boat belonging to Alexander Macpherson had landed Hogs for Mr Oliver on the previous Sabbath  I 
cant write.   
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        Mungasdale 23 Novr 1860 
Compeared William Borthwick Shepherd and residing at Mungasdale in the parish of Morven and 
shire o Argyll who says I am 33 years of age 
 Messrs James Oliver & William Elliot Oliver are joint tenants of the farm of Mungasdale & Barr  
James lives at Hopasly [possibly Howpasley]  in Roxburghshire & William resides at Glenforsa in Mull.   The 
farms are managed by William  I am their shepherd and herd with the assistance of a lad the sheep on 
the farm of Mungasdale   The stock on both farms which adjoin are cheviot or whitefaced. 
  Mr Oliver had taken wintering on the  Island of Coll for the  
     Ewe Hogs 
bred this year on the farm   On 
    Wednesday 7 November 1860 
The Hogs on both farms were sorted and counted in presence of Mr William Oliver who came for the 
purpose on the previous day   The ~~~ 
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The Hogs on the Barr farm were sorted & counted first & of these there were 473 
the Mungasdale Hogs were afterwards counted and sorted in the same day & of these there were 
      197 
making in all 670 which were to go to Coll    I was present and saw the Hogs on both farms counted & 
I am quite sure of the numbers. 
  These Hogs were arranged to be shipped at Lochaline village in Morven on board the 
Steamer Queen of the Isles on Friday 9 November to be [..ykes] on that taken to Coll 
  The barr Hogs were driven from Barr to Lochaline on Thursday the 8th November 1860 
by James Cameron shepherd Barr & James Cameron shepherd ardentippert and the Mungasdale 
Hogs were driven on the same day to Lochaline by me.  Neither of the two lots reached Lochaline till 
Friday morning 



Both lots were driven by separate routes ~~ 
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routes and when we reached Lochaline they were there also kept separate  
  On reaching Lochaline I counted the Hogs which I had driven there and found that I had 
then the same number as I had on starting vizt. 
      197 
I did not count the Barr lot at Lochaline but the two James Camerons told me that 3 of them had died 
by the way so that they had only 470 for shipment. 
The steamer reached Lochaline on Friday about dusk the Steamer came alongside the Quay and the 
470 Barr Hogs were brought down to her for shipment. 
  The steamer was filled and of the above 470 she being unable to take them all 48 
remained on shore so that the number put on board the steamer was 422. 
The two shepherds James Cameron were the parties who counted them &~~~ 
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& I am not sure of the number shipped but I am sure 48 is the number left because I counted them on 
the Quay immediately after the steamer sailed 
 These 48 were afterwards & on that same evening driven to the neighbourhood of the village & 
mixed along with the Mungasdale Hogs they remained at the Market Stance a little above the village 
 As the Steamer had not been able to take any of the Mungasdale Hogs James Cameron the 
ardentippert shepherd & I engaged two smacks that same evening to take them & the remainder of 
Barr Hogs next day to Coll 
Donald Cameron & Alexander Mcpherson were respectively the owners of the smacks James 
Cameron Barr & Neil Livingstone went to Coll by the steamer to look after the sheep on the passage  
The former was to return by the steamer but the latter was to remain in Coll during the ~~ 
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the Winter and Herd the Hogs on the Saturday morning 10th November 1860 I brought the Hogs to the 
Quay at Lochaline for Shipment  I counted them at the Stance where they had lain during night  before 
they were removed and I found the exact number   vizt  245 
which we ought to have when we got the Hogs to the Quay we counted them there again twice so as 
to be certain of our numbers and I then again found that we had 245  In going thro them I found that 
one of them was ill of Braxy and I sold it in the Village before any of them were put on board the 
smacks so that the number was thus reduced to 244 
 The two smacks were  brought to the Quay at 8 A.M. of Friday and we began about 9 o'clock  
We filled Camerons smack first and she hauled out Mcpherson was then brought alongside and we ~~  
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We filled her she then also hauled out I did not count the sheep that event into each smack as I 
expected they would between them carry them all but after they were both filled there was a number 
left   Before Macpherson left the slip & before either of them hailed a sail I counted the sheep that 
were left & found 50 so that between the two Boats they had 194 
 I cant say the number in each Boat as I was behind the sheep driving them into the Boats 
James Cameron stood beside the Boats when the sheep were being put on Board & he may have 
kept the numbers put into each  I am however certain & ready to swear that there were as before 
stated 194  put into both Boats 
 The crew on board Camerons Boat was himself & one of his sons    I don’t kbnow the sons 
names  I also engaged another of Camerons sons to look after the sheep on the passage 
 The crew on board McPhersons Boat was himself & ~~ 
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and Allan MacInnes I engaged Murdoch Currie Porter to go in this Boat to take charge of the sheep on 
the passage the sheep were to be grazed on the farm of Donald Macdonald at Arynagour and I gave 
Allan Macinnes an open line stating the gross number in both boats with my signature attached I  
desired MacInnes to give this line either to Mr Macdonald Neil Livingstone or James Cameron 
whichever of the  three would take delivery of the Hogs in Coll  Macpherson was present when I 
delivered this line to MacInnes  I told Mcpherson verbally the number vizt 194 
 I did not see the smack start but I saw them in the loch making ready James Cameron saw 
them off 
 I brought the fifty sheep back to Mungasdale on Tuesday 13 November 
Macpherson  ~~ 
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Macpherson McInnes & Currie called on me at Mungasdale about 8 A.M.  They told me they had 
returned from Coll in their way home & that they had left their smack below the house near Bunavullin  
I don’t know what brought them to Mungasdale nor did they tell me the object of their call  I did not 
expect them I thought perhaps that they come for payment of the hire but they did not ask it  I gave 
them their breakfast they told me that they reached Arynagour harbour on the Saturday after dark and 
at low water and that they did not land the sheep till Sabbath morning and that Neil Livingstone took 
delivery of the Hogs from them I asked them how they had got on they replied middling  I asked what 
had gone wrong and they said that 3 had died of Braxy and that they were put ashore along with ~~  
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with the living ones 
 They asked me how many sheep were sent in both Boats  I think Macpherson was the person 
who put this question I told them 194 but that they would know that by the line which I gave to 
MacInnes  Macpherson then told me that only 191 went ashore  I asked if this number were alive or 
did it include the 3 dead ones  they said I think by Macpherson that the 191 included the 3 dead ones  
Then I said there are 3 Hogs amissing Macpherson then asked me if I know the number in their boat I  
told them I did not and they then went away  I went down the road with them in sight of their smack 
and I stood and saw three men go on Board in the front this would be 3 o'clock not later 
 The distance from Mungasdale to Lochaline is about 8 or 10 miles by sea  there was a smart 
breeze of wind all day from the south East ~~ 
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a good sailing breeze all which is truth 
    (Signed)  William Borthwick 
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        Mungasdale 23 November 1860 
Compeared James Cameron Shepherd and residing at Ardentippert in the parish of Morven aforesaid 
who says I am about 50 years od age  I am shepherd to the Messrs Oliver and herd a hirsel of the 
sheep on the farm of Barr occupied by them I was present when the Hogs at Barr were sorted and 
counted preparatory to their being sent to the Island of Coll to Winter  

They were so sorted in presence of Mr Wm. Oliver on a Wednesday but I cant specify the date 
I didn’t count that day this being done by James Cameron the shepherd at Barr I was not present on 
that day at the counting and sorting of the Mungasdale Hogs on the following morning James 
Cameron & I started with them for Lochaline there they were to be shipped  We counted ~~ 
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counted them in the Morning before starting but as it was the other James Cameron who kept the 
number I cant take upon myself to state exactly how many of them there were but two of them had 
died of Braxy during the night  We reached Knock a little above Lochaline on the Thursday evening 
about dusk.   The sheep rested there on a Knoll that night  we were at them on the following Morning 
(Friday) before day light we then & there counted them again one of them died during night of Braxy  I 
cant say how many there were but James Cameron said they were all there  There was a number of 
scores and 10 over of living sheep 
 The Steamer Queen of the Isles reached Lochaline about dusk   The whole of the Barr hogs 
were driven alongside for shipment [stone] of the Mungasdale Hogs were ~~  
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were at this time mixed with those from Barr the Steamer did not take all the Barr Hogs   48  of them 
being left on the Quay after she was filled  The Steamer left James Cameron Barr & Neil Livingstone 
going with her to Coll to take charge of the sheep 
 The 48 Hogs above mentioned were then driven to where the Mungasdale Hogs were and the 
two then mixed  I was present with Wm. Borthwick that evening when Cameron & McPherson smacks 
were engaged to go to Coll the Mungasdale Hogs with the 48 from Barr remained that night near 
Lochaline  on the following morning  Borthwick & I counted them on the steamer where they had 
rested there were        245 
 of them altogether which Borthwick said was correct  I am sure of this number  we ~~   
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We drove them to the Quay about 8 o'clock that morning for shipment  We expected that the two 
smacks would carry them all We counted the sheep again on the Quay and found that we had the 
above number  one of them was ill with Braxy which was taken out & sold leaving the number 244. 
 Camerons Boat was first filled  I did not count the sheep as they went into Camerons Boat and 
I do not know the exact number that were put on Board  I stood at the side of the vessel as they went 
in but I did not count them as I expected the two Boats would take them all I don’t recollect that Donald 
Cameron asked me to count them but he may have done so Macphersons Boat was then filled his 
smack having been hauled into the Berth occupied by Camerons  I stood beside the vessel when the 
sheep were being put on Board but for the reason above stated I did not count ~~ 
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count them either 
 The two boats could not take them all out of the 244 
 There were 50 left so that between the two Boats 194 sheep were shipped   I am satisfied of 
this as my eye was not off them all the time after they were counted and I counted the number that 
were left immediately after Macphersons Boat was filled 
 Borthwick made up the account and gave a line having the number on the two Boats stated on 
it 
 I didn’t see this done however Borthwick told me that he had done so and that he had given 
the line to Allan Macinnes to give to Livingstone the Shepherd in Coll who was to receive them  I drove 
the 50 sheep to a resting & on my return to the village in a few minutes Camerons Boat had sailed.  
McPhersons sailed and I saw her go off Both were away before 9 o'clock A.M. 
 Murdoch ~~ 
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Murdoch Currie went in McPherson’s Boat to  look after the sheep during the passage Allan MacInnes 
& McPherson being the crew Cameron and his two sons were the crew in the other Boat 
 It was arranged that I or some other of the Shepherds should go to Coll in charge of the sheep 
in Mcphersons Boat  Both McPherson and McInnes objected to this and said that Murdoch Currie 
would have to go and that he would look after them  Murdoch was on the Quay at the time I addressed 
Murdoch and said that if he went that he was not to leave Coll till he had delivered the sheep safe to 



the Shepherd  Currie said he wouldn’t promise that but Macpherson & MacInnes interposed & said 
that they would see to that  I then said to them that they were responsible & would be made 
responsible for the whole sheep they had on Board by deaths thro care ~~~~ 
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carelessness or otherways 
 No reason was assigned by the parties for taking Currie in preference to one of ourselves but 
both & MacInnes & Macpherson said that if a dozen of us were going that Currie would have to go 
also and that there was no use for any of us as he would take care of the sheep by the way I saw they 
did not wish any of the shepherds to accompany them I was not quite satisfied at this as I had not a 
good opinion of any of the three and this was the reason why I charged them with responsibility.  
Truth. 
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James Cameron Shepherd and residing at Barr in the parish of Morven aforesaid who says I am 30 
years of age 
 I went with the Barr sheep per Queen of the Isles on 
    Friday a fortnight past today  we had 
      422 
      on board the Steamer  
 I was in Coll on the Sabbath afterwards when McPherson and Cameron landed additional hogs 
of Mr Olivers but I was not present when they were landed from the Smacks.  Niel Livingstone was the 
person who took delivery and counted them.  I saw the Hogs shortly after they were landed.  they 
were all in one lot  -  Livingstone told me that there were 
      188 living  & 
          3 Dead  sheep ~~~ 
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sheep  -  making in all 191 sheep landed from both smacks.  No line line stating the number in the 
smack was delivered to me and Livingstone told me that he had got no line. 
      Livingstone told me the number landed from each and 
      99 
is I think the number he said that Cameron delivered 
 I saw McPherson & Murdoch Currie on the forenoon of Monday -  They were at the Quay at 
Arynagour.  I told them that I would return to Lochaline alone with them, as she was the first to start, 
and as Cameron had engaged to take a Cargo of sheep to Crinan.  I had a word to say before we 
started to Mr McDonald and I told them this. The[y] said “oh very well, we’ll ~~ 
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“we’ll come ashore for you in a minute or two.  They left the quay pulled to the smack, got up their 
anchor and set off without landing for me,  I didn’t lose sight of the smack.   I thought this very odd, 
and couldn’t account for it at the time  - 
 I reached Mungasdale on Tuesday forenoon.  I saw Borthwick the shepherd.  I told him the 
number of living and dead sheep that had been landed and he told me that  
     3 were amissing 
  Truth 
      (Signed)  James Cameron  
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         Lochaline 24 Novr 1860 



Compeared John Cameron son of and residing with Donald Cameron Boatman at Knock aforesaid 
who says I am 14 years of age.  I concur with my father except that 
    I don’t remember the date 
we left Lochaline with the sheep.  I think it was on Saturday a fortnight past today I did not count the 
sheep either when they were put on board or when they were landed, but I heard Neil Livingstone & 
my father both of whom counted them in Coll as they left the smack say that there were 
      99 
of them.  I am certain this is all we took on board at Lochaline, because none were landed or 
interfered with except in looking ~~~   
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looking after & carefully watching them till they were put ashore at Coll.  None of the sheep died or 
were injured in our boat on the passage  -  but I saw 3 dead ones landed in Coll from the other smack. 
 I don’t know how many were either put on board McPhersons smack or that were landed in 
Coll by them  I don’t know the number of sheep that were put into both Boats before leaving Lochaline, 
and neither Borthwick nor James Cameron the shepherd told me  -  I was present when the sheep 
were put into our boat and I wasn’t out of the boat from that time till we landed them ~~  
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them all safely in Coll at Arynagour Quay.  Truth.  I cant write. 
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        Lochaline November 1860 
Compeared Donald Cameron Boatman residing at Knock in the parish of Morven and shire of Argyll 
who says I am 50 years of age 
 I am the owner of a smack which I use in ferrying cattle & sheep 
 I was engaged by William Borthwick & James Cameron shepherds to Mr Oliver on Friday 9th 
November 1860 to ferry from Lochaline to the Island of Coll a Cargo of Hogs Alexander Macpherson 
was engaged at the sametime to take a Cargo in his smack to Coll  I brought the smack along side the 
pier at Lochaline on Saturday morning following about 8 o'clock in order to take the sheep on board 
McPherson brought his boat to the pier at the sametime for the same purpose 
 The sheep were brought to the Pier ~~ 
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Pier about the same hour by Borthwick & James Cameron in order to shipment   The sheep were put 
into my boat first and she was filled my two sons Allan & John Cameron were present when the sheep 
were shipped & went with me to Coll with them  John Cameron went on the Engagement of Borthwick 
to look after the sheep on the passage I did not count the sheep at the time they were put on board 
but I told James Cameron the shepherd to do so.  I do not know whether or not he did so but if he did 
he did not tell me the exact number I had on Board but he said I have no doubt you will deliver what 
you have got after my smack was loaded Macphersons Boat drew into the berth at the Quay occupied 
by my smack and the sheep were then put on Board her until she was filled  I don’t know how many 
were put into McPhersons  I am aware that the two Boats could not carry  ~~ 
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carry all the sheep that were brought to the Quay for shipment but I did not know the number of these 
at the time but I was afterwards told by James Cameron that they amounted to 50 Neither of the 
shepherds told me the number of sheep that were put into both Boats  I left Lochaline about 9 o'clock 
and the other smack followed me in about 10 minutes  I took a passenger MacInnes who I landed near 
Tobermory  The day was fine & fair with fair wind & smooth water   I was before the other smack a 



short distance all the way to Coll which I reached about 6 o'clock P.M.  the sea was ebbing and I could 
not get to the Pier at Arynagour harbour in Coll to land that sheep that night and I came to anchor at 
the entrance to the harbour  The other Boat Macphersons was a little behind me when I reached the 
mouth of the harbour and as I was not well acquainted ~~~ 
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acquainted with the anchorage  I waited until she came up and allowed her to take the lead and the 
two Boats came to anchor, alongside each other at the same time we were quite close to each other  
My two sons & I kept watch and watch all night looking after the sheep we were all three among the 
sheep till 12 P.M. keeping them from being smothered as they were throng  I had the first watch after 
that and on going below one of the Lads I think Allan went on deck to watch the sheep I did not go to 
bed all night I was up & down during the whole night  I did not observe the men in the other Boat move 
after 12 P.M.  Neither McPherson nor I landed but a boat from the shore came off to us about 8 P.M. 
enquiring if it was Mr Oliver’s hogs we had on board  I don’t know who was in the Boat but I think Mr 
McDonald sent her ~~~  
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her off I got my boat hauled along side the pier about 12 noon of Sunday and then landed the sheep  I 
counted them as they went ashore and there were  
      99 of them 
None of them died during the passage and I am ready to swear that I landed in Coll all that I took on 
Board at Lochaline  Neil Livingston was the person who took delivery of them from me  Neil Livingston 
also counted the sheep as they left my boat and he told me afterwards that there were 99 which 
corresponded with my account after the sheep were landed from my boat Macphersons boat was 
drawn to the Quay and the hogs landed from his boat three of them died on the passage with him Neil 
Livingston took delivery from Macpherson and also counted the sheep as they landed from his boat ~~ 
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Boat I don’t know how many he landed Both Boats drew out after landing the sheep and came to 
anchor near the Quay  Next morning I was chartered by Mr Macdonald to take a Cargo of Wedders 
from thence to Crinan  I hauled the Boat alongside the pier and took them on Board about 3 P.M. of 
Monday Macphersons boat left that day for home about 12 noon I didn’t leave Coll till about 5 P.M. & 
James Campbell a lad from Coll came with me to look after the sheep  There were four or five other 
Boats along with one carrying the same stock and we kept Company  The others were a little ahead of 
me we all called at Tobermory which we reached between 6 & 7 o'clock A.M. of Tuesday we left again 
at 8 A.M. the wind was a head blowing a fresh Breeze from ~~ 
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from East south east a good Sailing Breeze  We called at Lochaline that evening after dark and 
remained there all night the night being dark and threatening 
 Macphersons Boat came into Lochaline shortly before us  I saw her go he reached about 5 
P.M.  I saw her beating up the Sound of Mull before she got in   In going to Coll with Mr Oliver’s sheep 
I was within sight of Macphersons Boat from the time we left Lochaline till we reached Coll she did not 
call at any port or point by the way 
     |(Signed)   Donald Cameron  
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         Lochaline November 1860 
Compeared Allan Cameron son of and residing with Donald Cameron Boatman Knock aforesaid who 
says I am 20 years of age.   I concur with my father with the following additions & exceptions.  On the 



Sunday morning about 8 o'clock I landed along with McPherson & Murdoch Currie & went to Mr 
McDonald and told him that we had the sheep 
 I did not count the sheep as they were landed but my father & Niel Livingstone did and they 
said immediately afterwards that there were  
      99 
of them,  I am ready to swear that that was the whole number which we took upon Board ~~ 
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Board at Lochaline.  I am certain of this.  I did not see what they were doing in the other boat.  I didn’t 
observe any of the crew among the sheep looking after them during night.    Truth 
      (Signed)  Allan Cameron  
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Compeared Donald Macdonald Tenant Arynagour on the Island of Coll in the united parish of 
Tyree & Coll Argyllshire.  I am 60 years of age.  My farm Marches with the harbour at Arynagour  I 
have let the wintering on the farm to Mr Oliver for sheep  -  the first lot came to Coll by the steamer 
Queen of the Isles on  
                      Saturday 9 November 1860 
The next lot came on the Sabbath following by two sailing smacks  Macpherson one of these Boat 
men came to me on the Sabbath morning about 8 o'clock and informed me of their arrival  I asked him 
how many there were of them but he said he couldn’t tell me  He said nothing about a line stating the 
number and I did not ask him if he had a line,  I was not present when the sheep were landed but I told 
Neil Livingstone the ~~ 
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the Shepherd who was to take charge of them to take delivery and to be particular in counting them  I 
also sent my own Servant John Cameron to count them as they landed that so there might be no 
mistake Livingston informed me that there were in both boats 
      188 living & 3 dead sheep 
I did not hear that the above numbers were 3 short 
of the numbers shipped Livingston did not say that he had received no line with the sheep stating the 
number that had been put on board and I did not hear that the sheep had been 3 short landed till the 
other day all which is truth 
     (Signed)  Donald Macdonald 
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        Arynagour 29 Novr 1860 
Compeared Niel Livingstone Shepherd residing at Arynagour in the Island of Coll in the united parish 
of Tyree & Coll Argyllshire says I am 25 years of age  I am herding Mr Olivers Hogs that are being 
wintered at Arynagour in Coll  -  I left Lochaline by the “Queen o the Isles” steamer on 
     9th Novr 1860  -  Friday last was a fortnight  
There were in the Steamer 
       422 Hogs 
belonging to Mr Oliver  -  I was accompanied by James Cameron Barr a witness to assist in looking 
after the sheep on the passage.  We reached Coll on the following Saturday morning and had the 
sheep all landed at Arynagour in safety  -  There were a number of Hogs left at Lochaline which the 
Steamer was unable to take.  These hogs so ~~ 
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so left, the number of which I cannot exactly state, remained in charge of William Borthwick at 
Lochaline  -  The Steamer left hurriedly and I was not then informed how or when these remaining 
sheep were to be forwarded to Coll  
  On Sabbath following my arrival in Coll about breakfast time, Donald Macdonald a 
witness informed me that two smacks had reached Arynagour harbour with the remainder of the Hogs  
-  I went to the harbour to see the Boat men, in order to arrange with them about having the sheep 
landed  -  I did not see the Boatmen but I saw the two smacks at anchor in the harbour  -  The tide at 
this time ~~ 
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time did not suit the smacks getting to the Pier the sea being out.  About one P.M. I returned to the 
Harbour and met Donald Camerons smack filled with sheep coming to the Pier  She had just reached 
the Pier at the time I did but hadn’t secured her fastenings  The other boat which I recognised as 
Alexander Macphersons was also coming into the Pier a little behind Camerons but she remained 
outside the Pier till after Camerons smack was discharged, Immediately after Cameron had made his 
boat fast to the Quay the sheep were landed I counted them as they left the Boat and there were  
     99 of them in all 
There ~~ 
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There were no deaths in his smack of any of the sheep on the passage.  Cameron hauled out his 
smack and Macpherson took the berth.  The sheep were then also landed from his smack and were 
counted by me as they left the side of the vessel   There were 
      89 
living sheep landed by MacPherson and  
      3 dead ones  making in all 
      92 
for which he accounted to me  I did not allow the two cargoes to mix, I counted them again at the head 
of the quay separately and found the number to correspond exactly as above   I am perfectly positive 
of the ~~ 
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the number stated being correct  I got no line from any of the boat men, from Borthwick or any other 
person, stating the number of sheep put on board at Lochaline.  After the sheep had been counted, I 
told the Boatmen in both boats, the number the[y] had respectively delivered to me and that from both 
boats I had received in all 
      191 Hogs 
which included the three dead ones.  Neither Macpherson nor his two boatmen Macinnes or Currie 
told me the number of the sheep that had been put on board at Livingstone.  I expected a line would 
have been sent with them but as it was not delivered to me I did not enquire for it.  I am not ~~~ 
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not sure whether or not I saw any of the Boatmen on the Sabbath after I got delivery of the sheep.  On 
the     following Monday morning 
I met Macpherson and Currie near Mr Macdonalds house, I was engaged at the time skinning one of 
the dead sheep.  Macpherson in the course of conversation said to me “How  many sheep did you get”  
I told him     191 
He answered I thought we had more.  I said no that’s all I got.  I then said how many do you think you 
had.  He said we had in our boat I think but I am not sure 4 score & 14 or 4 score and 15  I am not 
sure which but he added that he did not know the number exactly.  I told him that he delivered only 4 
score & 12 and ~~  
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and that Cameron delivered 4 score & 19 making altogether 191.  He then said “did you not get”  so 
many sheep mentioning a number which exceeded by 4 or 5 the number I received I repeated that I 
had got 
      191 in all 
on which Macpherson replied  “I thought we had more”.  I did not say to him or to either of his two 
Boatmen that there were three or any other number short because I did not know how many were 
shipped.  Macpherson did not deliver a line to me stating the number, nor did he tell me that he had 
got a line to this effect from Borthwick to be given to me.  He made no mention of the line whatever 
nor did Macinnes or Currie 
 I saw that the sheep were clean  ~~   
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clean discharged from both boats so far as the open space for cargo is concerned, but I did not go 
below in either to search.  I left the smacks at the quay and I do not know whether or not they were  
hauled out that night to their anchorage  Macphersons boat left early on Monday forenoon Camerons 
Boat did not leave till the evening of that day having taken on board another Cargo of sheep at 
Arynagour to be delivered at Oban or Crinan  - 
 John Cameron Ploughman was present when I got delivery of the sheep and he also counted 
them – 
 James Cameron Barr was in Coll when the sheep were landed but he was not present when I 
got delivery of them ~~ 
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them, I saw him afterwards and as he was returning to Morven  I told him the number of sheep I had 
got -  that he might inform Borthwick. 
 On the forenoon shortly after Macphersons boat had left James Cameron Barr told  me they  
had agreed to take him as a passenger to Morven but had left without him  - 
 Before any of the sheep were landed from Macphersons boat I asked him how many he had 
on board,  He answered that he didn’t know  -  I said why did you bring sheep without knowing their 
number Mcinnes who was standing  beside Macpherson answered of they put more on board at~~  
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at Lochaline than we were willing to take  -  The sheep were then landed and counted by me as 
aforesaid  Neither Macpherson not McInnes nor Currie said a word about the line or that Borthwick 
told them the number of sheep in the boat.  I asked Camerons sons the same question before the  
sheep were landed from the boat but I do not remember whether or not they gave me the number but 
one or other of the lads said “Count you them they are there as we got them”  Cameron himself was 
not present in the boat at the time I had ~~~  
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had this conversation with his sons, he being ashore about the quay  - 
   (Signed)  Neil Livingstone  
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        29th November 1860 



Compeared John Cameron a Ploughman and residing with Donald Macdonald Tenant at Arynagour 
on the Island of Coll aforesaid says I am 27 years of age  I was present along with Neil Livingston the 
preceeding witness on 
    Sabbath last a fortnight 
when Mr Olivers sheep were landed and delivered to him from the two smacks mentioned by 
Livingston.  I counted the sheep as they landed from the Smacks.  I also counted them separately the 
two cargoes having been kept distinct at the head of the Quay and I concur with Livingston in the 
numbers stated by him which are correct  After the sheep had been landed  I heard Neil Livingston at 
[ask]  Macpherson Macinnes and Currie how many sheep had been shipped at  Lochaline altogether ~~ 
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altogether one of the three but as I was busy on the Quay with the sheep at the time  I cant say which 
answered I cant tell till they were hurrying them upon us so quickly at shipment but you have got all 
that we got.  I left with the sheep for their pasture and heard nothing farther on  
 Monday following I saw Macpherson and Currie speak with Livingston near Macdonalds house 
but as I was engaged at work at the time at some distance from them I did not hear what passed 
between them I spoke to these men that day but not about the sheep ~~  
 
 


