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Unto the Honourable the SHERIFF of ARGYLLSHIRE, or his SUBSTITUTE, for 
the Northern District thereof, 

The Petition of HENRY NISBET, Writer in Tobermory, Procurator Fiscal of Court for the Public 
Interest  
 

HUMBLY SHEWETH 
That information is lodged with the Petitioner that upon the seventh day of 

September Eighteen hundred and fifty nine years within or near the dwelling house situated at or near 
Achadaphail Ardtun in the united parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon Island of Mull & Shire of Argyll 
there and now or lately occupied by Donald McGillivray a drover or crofter then and now or lately 
residing there Margaret Morrison now or lately residing at Achadaphail Ardtun aforesaid did wickedly 
and feloniously attack and assault, Mary Campbell then & now or lately a servant to & residing with the 
said Donald McGillivray and did with a pair of Iron tongs or other lethal weapon strike the said Mary 
Campbell, several severe blows on the arms, shoulders, sides legs and other parts of her person, and 
did  
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otherwise maltreat and abuse her, by all which she was wounded & bruised to the serious injury of her 
person.  
 
In order therefore that the said Offender may be dealt with according to Law 
  May it please your Lordship, to grant Warrant to search for, and apprehend the said  
   
                                                               Margaret Morrison  

 
    complained upon and bring   her       before you or any other Magistrate, for examination 
respecting the premises ; and thereafter to incarcerate   her       -  in the Prison of Tobermory. or any other legal Prison, 
therein to remain for further examination, or until liberated in due course of Law.  Farther, to grant Warrant to search the 
Person, Repositories, and Domicile of the said Delinquent, and the House in which    she        may be found, and all other 
likely or suspicious places, and to secure for the purposes of precognition and trial, all Articles found therein, importing guilt 
or participation in the crime foresaid ; and also to apprehend and bring for examination the Person in whose possession or 
premises such Articles may be found, and to cite all persons likely to have knowledge  of the foresaid crime . in order to be 
precognosced thereanent, and, in case of the accused escaping furth of Argyllshire, to recommend to Magistrates of other 
Counties, to give their concurrence in the premises, or to do farther and otherwise in the premises as to your Lordship shall 
seem proper, and,        
       ACCORDING TO JUSTICE, &c 
       one word delete on page first 
 
TOBERMORY 15     Henry Nisbet.  
  September  1859         P.F. 
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TOBERMORY,  15 September    1859     Having considered the foregoing Petition grants Warrant to search for and 
apprehend 
  the said Margaret Morrison     
     complained upon, and to bring    her       before me or any other Magistrate, for 
examination ; and also to search and secure, and to cite for precognition all as craved, and recommends to other Magistrates 
to give their concurrence in the premises.  
        Wm Robertson S.S.  
        
 
     -------------------- 
 
     MINUTE FOR THE PROCURATOR FISCAL     
Tobermory,      18  the said 



 
      
         complained upon 
having been judicially examined on the charge set forth in the Petition, and precognition being only in progress, Warrant is 
craved in terms of the prayer of Petition, for committing 
to the Prison of      for further examination. 
 
 
 
TOBERMORY,     18  Having again considered the foregoing Petition, with 
the above minute for the Procurator Fiscal, and the declaration of the said 
 
 
grants Warrant to commit    to the Prison of     for 
farther examination. 
 
      ------------------ 
 

MINUTE FOR THE PROCURATOR FISCAL   
 
 

Tobermory,   20 Sept      1859  The Procurator Fiscal now produces the declaration of the said 
 
     Margaret Morrison  
     
         complained upon 
and precognition taken in the premises, and craves Warrant in terms of the prayer of the Petition for committing   her      to 
the Prison of  Inveraray     -  on the charge of  assault~~~~ 
therein to remain until liberated in due course of Law. 
        Henry Nisbet P.F.    
 
 
TOBERMORY,– 20th September 1859     HAVING again considered the foregoing Petition, with the above Minute for 
the Procurator Fiscal , and the Declaration of the said      Margaret Morrison  
  
         complained upon and relative precognition, 
grants Warrant to commit    her  -  to the Prison of   Inveraray - therein to remain until liberated in due course of Law, - all 
as craved.  
[………] the charge suitable and on the accused finding security to the Extent of Five pounds orders 
her to be liberated  
       Wm Robertson S.S.  
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PETITION 
--- 

HENRY NISBET, P.F. 
AGAINST 

Margaret Morrison 
1859 

Assault 
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        Bunessan 10th September 1859 
Police report 
  Margaret Morison residing at Auchadafail Ardtun in the united Parishes of Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon is charged for the Crime of Assault in so far as on the 7th day of September 1859, -  the 
said Margaret Morison Wickedly and Filloniously attacked and assaulted Mary Campbell Servant to 
and residing with Donald McGillivray a Crofter residing at Auchadafail aforesaid  -  and within the 
house occupied by the said Donald McGillivray with a Tongs or other lethal weapon did struck her five 
or more violent blows on the right shoulder and other parts of her person Knocking her down 
insensible and otherwise very much hurting and disabling her to the great injury of her person all in the 
United Parishes aforesaid Island of Mull and Shire of Argyll  
       John Macffarlane constable 



Evidence 
 Mary Campbell Servant to and residing with Donald McGillivray residing at Auchadafail Ardtun 
who says on the afternoon of Wednesday the 7th inst.  Margaret Morison came in to my Master’s 
house and attacked me, first with her tongue calling me with all the worst names could be she 
miscalling me with every thing but what is good I did not gave her the least provocation she lifted the 
tongs and struck me on the right shoulder two or three times.  
 
Various pencil notes, some very faint, in the margin and between the lines.  The latter is illegible. 
 
Aged 24 – when at home resides at Gorten[….] Tyree Crofter there  -  came here about a fortnight ago 
 
to  be quite  calling me a bitch and a whore in that I was the daughter of a buggar as also the daughter 
of a bitch and a whore.  I then said that I was not such she then got angry and told me that I was a 
daughter of a buggar  [she told …] I then addressed her  [………………..] 
 
I fainted from the blows I received when I fell when she observed ne recovering from that swoon she 
hammered on me again with the tongs and struck me I do not know the times on the left thigh untill I 
thought she would finish me when Mrs McGillivray came and rendered me assistance I can scarcely 
raise my right hand from my side yet Mrs McGillivray was out side the house when she began beating 
me  I am not able to work my work yet from the effect of the injury I Received Julian McFadyen or 
McGillivray wife of and residing with Donald McGillivray residing at Auchadafail who says on the 
afternoon of Wednesday  
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the 7th inst.  I came in to my house and found and saw Margaret Morison trucking Mary Campbell four 
or five times with the tongs very violent blows I rendered the girl assistance as well as I could I saw 
that she was very much hurt where she received  the blows was perfect black I think that she was 
strucking her on the left side or thigh when I came in  
 
Remarks by Constable I thought advisible to make the Doctor examine the assaulted party so 
that the amount of injury would be ascertained I will send herewith the  Doctor’s Certificate on the 
matter.   
 
The remainder of the page is taken up with pencil notes, all of which are very faint. 
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Assault 
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Copy 

Precognition of witnesses 
Henry Nisbet P.F. 

agt 
Margaret Morison 

1859 
         Ardtun 16 September 1859 
Compeared Margaret Campbell servant to and residing with Donald MacGillivray Drover and Crofter 
residing at Achadaphail Ardtun in the United parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon in the Island of Mull in 
the County of Argyll -  who says I am a native of Tyree and when at home reside at Gorten-[donald] in 
the Island of Tyree in the United parish of Tyree and Coll  -  On a 
  Wednesday a weekpast last Wednesday and at 2 P.M. or thereabouts        7 September 1859 



when the dinner was being prepared by ~~~ 
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2 
Mary Campbell  
by me in my masters house.  Peggy or Margaret Morison residing at Achadaphail Ardtun aforesaid 
came in and began to miscall me in presence of Julian Macfadyen or MacGillivray my mistress saying 
that I was the worst girl in Tyree.  That I was the daughter of a buggar and also that of a whore and a 
bitch She expressed herself in most abusive and unbecoming language I said that the statements 
were false and got angry at her  -  I told her to be quite.  Whereupon she lifted a pair of heavy tongs, 
which were lying by the side of the fire and struck me a very severe blow with the heavy end, on the 
right arm, near the shoulder joint and at the same time, she said “supposing I split your head in two 
halves no law can make anything of me”  The pain of this blow was most ~~ 
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3 
Mary Campbell  
most severe and I almost fainted  -  I did not fall from the effects of the blow as I was leaning the 
dresser when the blow was struck, it supported me  -  She struck me again with the tongs two or three 
blows on the left thigh with her whole strength, and also one or two severe blows on the left side I 
became insensible and could say nothing -  In a few minutes I recovered and Morison was still in the 
house  -  She had put the tongs from her and wished to make friends but I told her I would have 
nothing to do with her and that the law would be allowed to deal with the matter  -  Morison then left 
the house.  I then examined my right  [sic]  with Mrs McGillivray and there was a large and painful 
discolouration near the shoulder joint where Morison struck me the first blow ~~ 
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4 
Mary Campbell  
blow.  I felt my arm almost powerless from the effects of the blow.  My arm was very much swollen.  
The discoloured place was almost round and fully two inches in diameter  -  There was a large 
discolouration on my left thigh where she struck me as aforesaid about three inches round, and also 
very painful  -  There was also a discoloured place on my left side near the lower ribs shaped like, and 
about the size of the mouth of an ordinary tea cup, all these discolourations were caused by the 
severe blows which Morison gave me with the Iron tongs as aforesaid  I felt my body very much 
bruised and have not since been able to do much work neither can I sleep at night in consequence of 
the pain I felt in my person  -  Four of five days afterwards Doctor McNab Bunessan  
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5 
Mary Campbell  
Bunessan saw the injuries which I sustained & which are still visible. 
 The swelling and discolouration were then greatly reduced 
 I did not give Margaret or Peggy Morison any provocation to miscall or strike me 
 I have this day marked a label attached to the tongs which had been taken by Allan Cameron 
Sergeant of Police.  I identify them, and they are the tongs with which Peggy or Margaret Morison 
struck me as aforesaid 
 I did not at any time lift the tongs to strike Morison not did I attempt to strike her in any way 
which is truth.  I cannot at present write.   
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Julian Macfadyen or McGillivray  
         Ardtun 16 Sept. 1859 
Compeared Julian Macfadyen or MacGillivray wife of and residing with Donald McGillivray residing at 
Achadaphail Ardtun in the United parish of Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon in the Island of Mull in the County 
of Argyll who says I am 48 years of age.  Mary Campbell a Witness is and has been a servant with me 
for the last fortnight 
  A fortnight past on Wednesday first     7th Sept. 1859 
Campbell and I were in the house about dinner time when Peggy or Margaret Morrison came in  -  She 
and Campbell began to scold each other and both got angry  -  I wanted them repeatedly to drop.  I 
was standing near the outside door -  when there I saw Morison lifting a pair of heavy Iron tongs from 
near the fire side she was angry when she lifted the tongs ~~ 
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Julian Macfadyen or McGillivray  
tongs and I saw her strike Campbell with them in a most violent  manner.  I heard Campbell say 
nothing while she was being struck by Morrison, but I saw & heard her greeting.  I am sure Morison 
struck Campbell at least six of seven successive blows with the tongs.  Morrison struck Campbell first 
on the arm and then repeatedly on the sides -  Morrison then stoped  [sic]  and threw the tongs down  
she again took up the tongs and threatened to strike Campbell again and to break her head -  I 
interfered and got Morrison prevailed upon to let Campbell alone, I did not like to interfere before this 
as I was afraid I might fall out with Morrison  
 Morison left the house and I examined Mary Campbells person and found a large and dark 
coloured ~~ 
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Julian Macfadyen or McGillivray  
coloured bruise on her right arm I also found three or four bruises between the lower rib, I think of the 
left side and the lower part of the thigh.  There was also a small discolouration on her left shoulder all 
these discolourations were the effects of the blows which she received from Morrison as aforesaid. 
Campbell was very poorly during the night and she is still not able to attend to, or do much work in 
consequence of the injuries which she sustained as aforesaid. 
 Morison commenced the quarrel and I heard her frequently miscalling Campbell for a whore 
 All the discolourations were of a very dark appearance 
 I this day delivered to Allan Cameron Sergeant of Police Tobermory the tongs above referred 
to, and have marked the label attached thereto.  I cant write  -  Truth  - 
 
 
DSC04958 
10 
page left blank 
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11 
John Macfarlane  
        Ardtun 16 Sept 1859 
Compeared John Macfarlane Police Constable and residing at Bunessan in the united parish of 
Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon aforesaid, -  who says I am 28 years of age  -  On 
                     Thursday night 8 Sept 1859 
I was told that Mary Campbell a Witness in precognition was asking for me  -  I went to Achadaphail 
Ardtun on the following Saturday and saw Mary Campbell -  I asked her what she wanted with me  -  
she told me that she was Assaulted by Peggy Morison  -  Morison, who was on a field a short distance 



off came up to us, while Campbell was shewing me a bruise on her right arm -  Morison then told me, 
that she struck Campbell four times on the backside with ~~ 
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12 
John Macfarlane  
with the tongs  -  The bruise which I saw on her arm was about an inch and a  half in diameter  -  On 
going home I went to Doctor McNab and asked him to go and see Campbell which he did no the 
following Monday.  Truth  - 
     Allan Cameron  
 
Tobermory 20 September 1859.  Compeared Allan Cameron Sergeant of Police residing in Tobermory 
in the united parish of Kilninian & Kilmore Island of Mull and Shire of Argyll  -  who says I produce and 
have marked as relative hereto    A pair of Iron Tongs 
delivered to me by the Witness Mrs Julian Macfadyen or McGillivray Truth 
    (Sigd)  Allan Cameron  
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Copy 
Precognition of Witnesses 

Henry Nisbet P.F. 
agt. 

Margaret Morison 
No 23           1859 

Assault 
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I have this day visited & examined Mary Campbell (24) a native of Tiree now residing in Ardtun, parish 
of Kilfinichen, and find extensive contusions on several parts of her body  -  On the right arm, a few 
lines above the insertion of the deltoid muscle, there is considerable swelling with discoloration of the 
skin resulting from effusion of blood, into the subcutaneous areolar tissue by which the movements of 
the shoulder joint are interfered with.  On the left side are seen several varied & extensive bruises 
from the fifth rib above downwards to the knee joint, - over the tuberosity of the ischium there is 
considerable ecchymosis of a very livid appearance, painful on being touched, but without much 
swelling  -  She seems to be otherwise quite healthy -  I am of opinion that the varied abnormal 
appearances above alluded to have resulted from blows inflicted upon her body with some blunt 
weapon, -  that she is unable to follow her avocation at present in consequence of the injury sustained, 
-  but that it is not of such a nature as to endanger life – 
 This I declare on soul and conscience to be my opinion and belief 
    (Signed) John McNab 
      MD,  L.R.C.S.E 
Bunessan 
       12 Sept 1859 
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Copy 

Medical Certificate 
as to 

Mary Campbell 
12 Sept 1859 
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At Tobermory the Twentieth day of September Eighteen 
hundred and fifty nine years  -  In presence of William 
Robertson Esquire Sheriff Substitute of Argyllshire 

Compeared a Prisoner who being judicially cautioned and thereafter examined and interrogated, 
Declares, my name is Peggy Morison  -  I am about 32 years of age I am unmarried, and reside at 
Achadaphail Ardtun, in the united parish of Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon in the Island of Mull  -  I was in 
Donald MacGillivrays house on Wednesday Seventh September and saw Mary Campbell there  -  I 
did not strike Mary Campbell with the tongs but she struck me, and did to me, all that she says I did to 
her  -  All which I declare to be truth  -  I cannot write 
     (signed)  Wm Robertson S.S.  
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Copy Judicial Declaration 
of 

Peggy Morison 
20 September 1859 
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SCHEDULE 
IN PRECOGNITION 

AGAINST 
Margaret Morison 

Crime Assault with lethal Weapon 
1859 

County     Argyll 
(Tobermory) 
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 SCHEDULE to be filled up at Reporting Precognitions to the Crown Agent 
 
Name of the Accused : Peggy – Margaret Morison 
Date when first committed to Prison : 20th  September 1859 
Place where Accused committed, and by what Magistrate : Inveraray, Argyll. Sheriff Substitute 
         of Argyllshire 
Crime : Assault with lethal weapon 
Dates of Warrants of commitment for further examination : None 
Dates of Declarations of Accused : 20th September 1859 
Date of Warrant of commitment until liberated in due course of law :  20th  September 1859 
Whether accused in Jail, or liberated on Bail, with date of liberation  : Liberated on  Bail 20th 

September 1859 
Date of last step taken in the Precognition     :   20th September 1859 
Date of forwarding Precognition to Crown Agent  :  20th September 1859  
 

 
 
 



 
 

 


