
Ti ree Go賞f  Hi st ory

Ti ree, s f i rst  gol f ers

The Ti mes August  3rd? 1886

The f i rst  recorded goi f ers on Ti ree were t he mari nes who came t o ` paci f y’ t he crof t ers of t he

i sl and who were agi t at i ng f or l and ri ght s i n August  1 886
The nunber ofmari nes put  ashore f rom t he Aj ax and Assi st ance was 250.  The o鯖cer i n

charge of t he f orce was CoI onel  MacKay Heri ot ,  and under hi m were Capt ai ns Eagl es’ Wyl de

and Lang;  Li eut enant s Cl ave11’ Anderson’ Curt oys,  Comol l y and Pul t er;  and Dr Todd’ RN.

These o綿cers must  have t ravel l ed i nt o act i ve servi ce wi t h at  l east  a handf ul  of cl ubs and

some bal l s,  Whi ch t el l s us somethi ng about  t he l i f e st yl e of  o飾cers at  t hat  t i me and t he

POPul ari t y of  t he new game.

There i s no record of  where t hi s new course was l ai d out ,  but  we know t hat  t he mari nes were

canpi ng i n Scarani sh and t hat  t hey pref erred t o pl ay on t he short ,  graZed,  maChai r grass.  Thi s
may rul e out  t he reef ;  as i t  grazed onl y i n wi nt er,  and t he grass woul d have been l ong i n

August .
When t he mari nes waded ashore i n August  t he atmosphere was i ni t i al l y host i l e・ Local

t radi t i on has i t  t hat  t he f orce mount ed a 24 hour guard on t he wel l  t hey commandeered i n

Scari ni sh i n case i t  was poi soned・ Al l  of t hi s makes i t  l ess l i kel y t hat  t he o触cers woul d have

f el t  comf ort abl e pl ayi ng gol f  on t he machai r i n t he west  of t he i sl and,  and t hat  Vaul  woul d
have seemed `  saf料’ t err i t ory.

The mari nes l ef t ,  but  t he i dea of pl ayi ng gol f on Ti ree st ayed behi nd.  I n 1899 t he Duke of
Argyl e,  Who was ki ndl y di sposed t owards t he new gane,  donat ed f unds of  f 3 t o t he Ti ree
Gol f  Cl ub.  (  I nf ormat i on f rom t he I nverary Cast I e Archi ves )

Agai n,  t here i s no i ndi cat i on where t he Ti ree Gol f Cl ub was’ but  by 1910 or 191 1’ t he Vaul

machai r was t ransf omed i nt o a modem 18 hol e l i nks course.  One of t he hol es was i n Cal um
MacLean’ s crof t  i n Ki rkapol  and t he cl ub was cal l ed血e Ki rkapol  and Vaul  Gol f  Cl ub.
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Ti ree

The l at e Duke of Argyl l  pl aced i t  on record t hat  he bel i eved t he i sl and of Ti ree had been
dest i ned f or t he perpet uat i on of t he Royal  and Anci ent  past i me.  I t  was an i sl and of  gol f
courses.  Duri ng t he 35 0r 40 years t hat  may have el apsed si nce t he Duke vent ured t hat
opi ni on gol f  has spread wi t h rapi di t y f ar exceedi ng hi s dreans’ SO t hat  t he perpet uat i on of  t he

game st ands i n no danger.  At  t he sane t i me t here can be no quest i on t hat  some of t hese
i sl ands are cert ai n soon t o pl ay an i mport ant  part  i n t he hol i day gol f  of  our count ry.

Few gol f ers but  have heard ofMachri hani sh i n Ki nt yre’ and ofMachri e i n I sl ay.  The prai ses

of  t hei r t urf  have been sund a t housand t i mes.  Kept  al most  perpet ual l y green wi t h t he sal t -
l aden breezes of t he At l ant i c,  SOme ent husi ast s woul d have t hem pl aced i n a cl ass by
血emsel ves.  Not ,  however,  f or around Ti ree i s a margi n of  l i nks qui t e equal  i n t ext ure t o t hat

of  ei t her Machri hani sh or Machri e,  Pl us an advant age whi ch nei t her of  t hese l i nks possesses ;
t here are no rabbi t s.  There i s not  a bumy on t he i sl and of Ti ree,  Whi ch i s about  twel ve mi l es
i n l engt h and f rom two t o f i ve mi l es i n bread血・ Everywhere t he beaut i f ul  st ret ches of  cl ean’

cri sp t urf  are i nt ersect ed wi t h sand bunkers of  a ki nd dear t o t he heart  of t he gol f er.  And such



sand!  ! ,  Surel y nowhere el se i s t he sand so whi t e -  Whi t e al most  t o a f aul t  when t he f i ndi ng of

a bunkered bal l  i s at  st ake.  Gol f ers who camot  abst ai n f rom t he gane when hoar f rost  l i es on
t he l i nks are accust omed t o pl ay wi t h bal l s pai nt ed red.  On Ti ree,  Where’ by血e way’ f rost

and snow are pract i cal l y unknown,  t he use of red bal l s al l 血e year round woul d be an

economy bot h of  t i me and t emper.

Natures Hazards

Whi l e al l  t he l i I ks on t he i sl and are qui t e of  f i rst - Cl ass qual i t y,  t hat  pot i on l yi ng between血e

cro飾ng t ownshi ps of Ki rkapol  and Vaul ’ at  t he East  end,  i s perhaps t he best  adapt ed f or gol f

on account  of t he excel l ence and vari et y of  i t s hazards -  al l  t he handi work of nat ure.  Here,  aS
el sewhere i n many part s of t he hi ghl ands,  t he l i nks bel ong t o t he crof t ers’ a Pri vi l ege

conf erred upon t hem by t he crof t ers act .  Excusabl y j eal ous of  t hei r ri ght s,  CrOf t ers have not
al ways met  t he proposal  ki ndl y t o have gol f  est abl i shed i n t hei r mi dst .  But血ose of  Ki rkapol

and Vaul  ,  by i naugurat i ng a gol f cl ub of t hei r own -血e f i rst  and onl y one of i t s ki nd -  have

creat ed a record,  and have set  an exampl e wi t h ot hers i n t hei r posi t i on woul d do we11 t o

emul at e.  Li nks,  f rom bei ng t he l east  val unbl e of al l  grazi ng l ands (  Possi bl y t hat  i s why t he

crof t ers f el l  hei r t o so many !  ) ,  are bound t o become more and more of an asset  t o t he

communi t i es who own t hem when once gol f t akes root .  I n t he f omat i on of t hei r cl ub t he
Ki rkapoI  crof t ers had t he assi st ance of  an ast ut e and generous Gl asgow gent l eman,  Who does
not  pemi t  ment i on of hi s nane.  I  have i nci dent al l y heard of  sacks of  f l our ’ bundl es of負

Bogey Rol l ”  t abacco’ and ot her art i cl es of  l uxury and use餌ness f or t he i sl anders bei ng

shi pped f rom Gl asgow at  Chri stmas t i me’ and of  remarkabl e compet i t i ons t hat  have been hel d

f or t he det emi nat i on of t hese seasonabl e gi f t s.  Fu11y al i ve t o t he advant ages t hey possess f or

provi di ng t he j aded ci t y worker wi t h a gol f i ng ret reat  hardl y t o be equal l ed,  t he crof t ers,  t he
school mast ers,  t he parsons,  and al l  t he bi gwi gs of Ti ree have put  t hei r hands t o t he pI ough
wi t h wi l l  and ent husi asm.  They have seemi ngl y det emi ned on maki ng t hei r cl ub a success’

and t hei r i sl and an at t ract i on t o t he hol i day seeker.

I dea萱Caddi es

Of caddi es t here pl ent y,  Of t he best  t ype,  and at  t he most  moderat e rat e.  I n f act ’ OnCe On t he

i sl and,  al l  t he charges,  i ncl udi ng board and l odgi ng’ are On a SCal e whi ch sui t s血e man of

moderat e means,  Whi l e t here i s no bet t er or more wo血y f i el d f or t he weal t hy t o exerci se

t hei r generosi t y.  I  an t ol d t here i s no di 飾cul t y about  suppl i es,  t he boat  servi ce f rom Gl asgow

bei ng regul ar,  W皿e t he i sl and i t sel f provi des f i sh of  al l  sort s and but chers meat  i n

abundance.  There i s no Hot el  or l i censed premi ses on t he i sl and’ but  t here are several

boardi ng houses’ i n whi ch vi si t ors can be made most  comf ort abl e,  and t here are al so

f umi shed cot t ages,  Whi ch can be rent ed f or t he season.  On t hese and al l  ot her poi nt s,  Mr M.
MacLean,  t he i ndef at i gabl e secret ary t o t he Ki rkapol  and Vaul  cl ub,  Ti ree’ Ought  t o be

consul t ed.  To get  f rom London t o Ti ree occupi es t he same t i me as i t  does f rom London t o t he
Nort h of  Scot l and.  The boat  i s t i med t o do t he passage f rom Oban t o Ti ree i n f i ve hours’ but

on t he average i t  t al kes si x.  Than Ti ree,  Wi t h i t s gol f ;  i t s f i shi ng’ i t s boat i ng,  and i t s i nt erest i ng

peopl e,  nOthi ng f i ner can be of f ered by way of a hol i day resort  t o t he schooI s and uhi versi t i es’

next  week t he Ki rkapol  and Vaul  course wi l l  be descri bed’ and al so a ni ne hol e course i n t he

nei ghbou血ood knoun as Heani sh.  The f i shi ng at t ract i ons of  Ti ree wi 11 al so be t ouched upon.

I n a l et t er recei ved by me f rom t he Gl asgow gent l eman ref erred t o was t he f ol l owi ng “  There

i s no doubt  of t he pl ace bei ng t horoughl y recommendabl e,  whet her t o wea皿y or poor.  The



crof t ers,  t he f amers,  t he school mast ers,  et C. ,  Who as you know f om t he cl ub,  are aS keen as
must ard i n keepi ng t he course ri ght ,  and I  woul d l i ke t o emphasi ze t he f act  t hat  t he crof t ers

and ot hers have act ual l y worked of f t he subscri pt i ons on t he course.  Thi s rat her knocks on t he
head t he st i l l  prevai l i ng opi ni on t hat  t he crof t er i s a l azy’ t hri f t l ess creat ure.  I  have f ound hi m

anyt hi ng but  t hat . ’ ’

Specki ng of t he gol f er general l ,  but  of t he London gol f er i n part i cul ar ,  t he poi nt  at  whi ch he

SeemS tO have a正ved i s t hi s ;  nO ma請er where he goes f or hi s seasi de gol f i ng hol i day,  SO

l ong as he st i cks t o l i nks of known qual i t y and reput at i on,  he i s sure t o f i nd t hen crowded

f rom about  mi d J ul y t o mi d Sept ember.  I  bel i eve I  an st at i ng a f act  when I  say t hat  every

Pri vat e cl ub wi t hi n 250 mi l es of t he met ropol i s possessmg a real l y good gol f  course has not
onl y a f u11 membershi p,  but  a subst ant i al  wai t i ng l i st  as wel l .  They nearl y al l  admi t  vi si t ors,
but  at  such a t ari f f as t he weal t hy al one can af f ord t o pay.  Such cl ubs and courses so f ar as血e

merel y wel l - tO- do are concemed,  are aS i f t hey di d not  exi st ,  and of publ i c or semi  publ i c

COurSeS Engl and real l y possesses so f ew t hat  t hey can hardl y be t aken i nt o account .  For t hese
we must  go t o Scot l and,  t he home of gol f ;  and t he ` `  l and of l i nks” .  But  even t here t he

di 節cul t y of  get t i ng good gol f  i n comf ort  and at  t he t i me when one desi res t o engage i n i t  i s

becomi ng more and more accent uat ed.  Twent y f i ve years ago t he Ki ngdom of  Fi f e and t he
a句acent  shores of  t he Fi rt h of  Fort h f umi shed t he gol f i ng worl d wi t h pl aygrounds.  When

congest i on began t o make i t sel f  f el t  t he game spread Nort hward’ and t he shores of t he Moray

Fi rt h,  remarkabl y ri ch i n seasi de l i nks becane i nvaded’ and are now f or hol i day gol f

recogni sed as second t o none.  Yet ’ t hough t he expansi on of t he gane t hus goes t ravel l i ng on

at  a pace so rapi d,  t here i s no occasi on t o f ret .  The resources of ol d Scot l and are細f rom

exhaust ed.  There st i l l  t he West em I sl es,  t he Scot t i sh Hebri des.  I t  i s wi t h one of t hese血at  I

am now t o deal .

Gol f  Causeri e J ul y 8t h)  1911

Ti reel l .

Let  t he gol f  i nvasi on proceeed i nl and at  what  pace i t  may’ t he t rue gane i s and wi l l  al ways

remai n i nseparal ) 1y associ at ed wi t h t he seashore,  and t hose who have a wi sh t o see and pl ay

on l i nks of vi rgi n puri t y’ f resh f rom t he hand of nat ure hersel f  ’ Can do no bet t er t han make

Ti ree t hei r dest i nat i on.  Gent l y sweepmg Val l eys and bi 11owy nsmgS’ i nt erspersed wi t h

mi ni at ure moun血i ns :  Wi de st ret chi ng pl at eaur i nt ersect ed by sandy ravi nes ;  here and t here a

bert y ri dge and here and t here a mumuri ng st ream ;  and t he t urf  kept  perpet ual l y green by
t he sal t _l aden breeze’ s f rom t he surroundi ng At l ant i c -  a Perf ect  paradi se f or t he j aded ci t y

gol f er.
Last  week I  out l i ned bri ef l y t he go距ng at t ract i ons of  t hi s remarkabl e i sl and’ l ayi ng emphasi s

upon i t s uni queness as a suImer hol i day resort  f or t he schooI s and uni versi t i es,  and promi sed
t hi s week a descri pt i on of t he l i nks of  Ki rkapol  and Vaul ,  and al so t hose at  Heani sh.  Fi rst ,
however,  a WOrd as t o t he f i shi ng f asci nat i ons of Ti ree.  No gol f er who knows anyt hi ng at  al l
about  f l y- f i shi ng shoul d go t here wi t hout  a good sal mon rod・ The d珊cul t i es associ at ed w皿

i nduci ng t he ki ng of f i sh t o t ake t he f l y i n sal t  wat er are proverbi al ,  but  f rom what  I  have been

t ol d by an aut hori t y on t he subj ect ,  great er SuCCeSS at t ends t he f resh wat er l ure i n Got t  and
Vaul  Bays,  bot h cI ose by t he l i nks t han i n any ot her wat er ofwhi ch I  have heard.
The i sl and i s no more t han a dozen mi l es i n l engt h,  yet  i t  cont ai ns one or two good f resh
wat er l ochs,  t he best  bei ng a f ew mi l es di st ant  f rom t he Ki rkapol  end・ Here good t rout  f i shi ng

can be had,  and hi r i ng i s procurabl e f rom Brown, s Temperance Hot el .  I n t hi s comect i on,
when I  st at ed i n l ast  week’ s not es t hat  t he i sl and cont ai ned no hot el ,  t he ref erence was

i nt ended t o appl y t o “  Li censed”  premi ses.  I f  f l y f i shi ng i s not  appreci at ed,  amPl e sport  i s



ん

provi ded by t he bays al ready named,  Where l i t he,  l obst er,  and sai t he are numerous,  and,

general l y,  eaSi l y caught .  The hi re of a man and boat  f or a week cost s onl y l  pound.

Ki rkapol  and Vaul

Thi s spl endi d course of  1 8 hol es was ori gi nal l y desi gned by Mr Charl es McNei l ,  Of Gl asgow,
f or hi s own amusement .  Bei ng hi msel f  a scrat ch pl ayer,  he concei ved t he not i on of  mappmg
Out  a real  di 綿cul t  80- COurSef or t he “  Cl ass’ ’ man,  Whi l e f or t he ordi nary mort al ,  Say a 15-

handi cap man,  t he i dea was t hat  he shoul d not  f i nd i t  t oo st renuous work t o hol e occasi onal l y

i n 90.  I n t he subsequent  al t erat i ons at  t he hands of  such emi nent  gol f ers as t he Rev.  J ohn
Kerr,  Di r l et on,  Mr Gordon Lockha巾,  Prestwi ck,  (  Semi  f i nal i st  i n t hi s years Amat eur

Chanpi onshi p ) ,  and Davi d Kemel l ,  t he Prestwi ck Prof essi onal ,  Whose advi ce Mr McNei l
and t he crof t ers i nvi t ed,  Si t e was never l ost  of t hi s excel l ent  f eat ure,  and t oday,  Whi l e t he

COurSe demands st erl i ng pl ay f rom t he expert ,  t he “  Ordi nary Crock”  f i nds i t  possi bl e t o

COmPi l e a respect abl e score.  To secure t hi s end ni ne of t he hol es range i n l engt h f rom 380 t o
450 yards,  and nearl y al l  are exceedi ngl y di 触cul t  4’ s,  Whi l e most  are easy enough 5’ s.

The f i rst  hol e,  named ` `  McNei l ” ,  448 yards,  i s over f i ne dri vi ng ground t hough naI TOW,  a

f aul t  perhaps a f i rst  hol e shoul d not  have.  Sl i ce,  and you are bunkered f or a cert ai nt y i n a l ong

sandy ri dge rummg Paral l el  wi t h t he hol e ;  Pul l ,  and you are out  of bounds.  Next  comes負

Perf ect i on ` ` ,  360 yards.  Here no t roubl e i s encount ered t i l l  t he second shot  comes t o be

pl ayed・ Wi t h a deep bunker i n f ront  and a bunker rumi ng al ong each si de of  t he green’ and

t he beach beyond,  aCCuraCy f rom 170 yards i s essent i al .

Nature has manuf act ured f ew f i ner second shot s.  From t hi s green t he gol f er l ooks down on
Vaul  Bay,  Wi t h i t s nunerous promi nent  rocks’ t he haunt  of t he l obst er -  a beaut i f ul  si ght・ I n

t he di st ance,  f ar out  at  sea,  are tO be seen血e f ol l owi ng i sl ands :  Ba調a,  Sout h Ui st ,  Rhun,

Skye,  Ei gg,  Muck,  Mul l ,  I ona’ and CoI onsay.  Hol e No 3 i s of t he dogl eg t ype’ t he t ee shot

bei ng over a successi on of  smal l  promont ori es and sandy bays’ and t he pl ayer has t o deci de

f or hi msel f how many of t hese he i s t o essay t o cany -  t he more t he short er and easi er t he
hol e,  Whi ch i s 345 yards.  No 4, 負Mount  Ararat ” ’ 1 15 yards’ i s descri bed by Ki mel l  as t he

most  di 飾cul t  short  hol e he has ever pl ayed.  An i sol at ed t皿f - CaPPed mount ai n of  sand’ 50

yards broad and l  OO yards I ong’ l S aPPrOaChed f rom a t eei ng ground of  si mi l ar el evat i on

Al l  t he i nt ervenmg grOund,  and al l  around t he mount  i s sand・ I t  may a 2 or a l O! ・

Teei ng f or t he next ,  “  Rhun",  230 yards,  f rom t he f ar end of負Ararat ",  anOther sand chasm

has t o be carri ed,  and t he f eat ure of t he t ee- Shot  i s t hat  t he l onger you mcke t he負Canry, , ,  t he

nearer you get  t o t he hol e,  Whi l e t here i s an easy,  i f  round a bout ,  Way f or t he short  pl ayers.
“  Dut chman’ s Cap”  comes next ,  SO naned because t he dri ve i s t owards t hat  i sl and -  a f i ne

swi pi ng hol e of  400 yards,  Wi t h cross bunker f rom t he t ee,  and f l ank bunkers besi de t he

green.  The succeedi ng hol e i s of  si mi l ar l engt h and charact er.  “  Dun Beg” ’ No 8’ i s a spl endi d

hol e,  Wi t h bol d f eat ures,  and i s 420 yards I ong.  The t ee shot  i s over a hazard,  nOt  unl i ke t he ` `
Cardi nal ”  at  Prestwi ck,  and t hereaf t er t he t ai トends of  t he promont ori es and bays encount ered

at  No 3 have t o be f aced f rom t he opposi t e di rect i on,  When you have t o det emi ne how many
of t hese obst acl es you are t o vent ure t o cany m yOur SeCOnd shot .  No 9 i s 330 yards.
Si t uat ed on a t ongue- Shaped spi t ,  t he green i s cl osel y guarded wi t h deep sand dr紐s cI ose i nt o

t he si des.  A bunker has t o be carri ed f rom t he t ee,  but  t he i mport ant  part  i s t o pl ace t he t ee
shot  ;  Ot herwi se t he second shot  wi 11 be rendered ext remel y hazardous.

The f i rst  f our hol es on t he i nward hal f  are f i ne l ong swi pi ng two- Shot  hol es,  rOund about  400

yards each,  nO tWO Ofwhi ch rm i n血e sane di rect i on.  Of t hese t he 13t h負Cal l un More",
named af t er an ardent  crof t er en瓜usi ast ,  i s t he most  di 縦cul t  by reason of t he second shot

bei ng over anot her “  Cardi nal , , ,  t yPe Of bunker.  Next  comes血e高Andes",  160 yards’ a CrOSS-



breed between t he “  Hi mal ayas” ,  Of  Prestwi ck and t he ol d “  Mai den’ ’ of  Sandwi ch喜an

excel l ent  t est  of gol f ;  but  no so bl i nd as ei t her of t he hol es named,  t hough t he hi ghest  peak t o

be carri ed ri ses 50 f t . ,  because of t he t eei ng ground bei ng on t op of t he hi l l .

No 15, 負I ri s” ,  has t he t ee on t he sunmi t  of t he “  Andes” ,  i s a dogl eg hol e of 345 yards,  Wi t h

a bed of i r i ses cl ose i nt o血e green as a hazard.  “  The Lodge” ,  No 16,  i s a t est i ng hol e rummg

Paral l el  t o t he seashore and crosses a bum ;  Whi l e “  Argyl l ’ ’ covers si mi l ar count ry back

agai n,  but  f urt her away f rom t he beach.  The l at t er i s t he l ongest  hol e,  and measures 480

yards.  To f i ni sh up t here i s a cummg PunCh- bowl  hol e,  220 yards,  Wi t h but  one ent rance,  and
t hat  a narrow one.  Bogey i s 41 each way.  There are no bl i nd approaches,  i f t he “  Andes’ ’ i s

except ed,  and not hi ng wherei n t o l ose gol f  bal l s.

Oban Ti mes February 4( h)  1911

The monthl y medal  compet i t i on was hel d on t he Ki rkapol  and Vaul  gol f  course.  The day was
Wet  and unpromi si ng i n t he momi ng but  at  l Oan i t  cl eared up.  There was a good t unout  of
members. . . t he course was i n good order and some f i ne gol f was wi t nessed…Mr Burt on,  HM

I nspect or of  SchooI s pl ayed over t he course [ and]  st at ed t hat  peopl e have onl y t o know血e

t est i ng qual i t i es of血e new l i nks when t hey wi l l  come i n l arge nunbers t o t he i sl and.

As t hi s was i n February,  i t  i s l i kel y t hat  t he course had been l ai d out  at  l east  t he year bef ore.

CharI es McNei l
The man behi nd t he t ransf omat i on of  gol f  on Ti ree was Charl es McNei l  f rom Prestwi ck.  Hi s
f at her J ohn owned t he CoI oni al  I ron Works i n Hel en St reet ,  Govan.  Thi s f act ory made
machi nery f or sugar cane and ri ce mi l l i ng i n t he Bri t i sh coI oni es and empIoyed 500 men

Oban Ti mes Sept ember 2nd)  1911

Ti ree:  Gol f -  devot ees of t he gane cont i nue t o reach血e i sl and wi t h each f resh arri val  of t he

regul ar st eaners.  I n t he i mmedi at e nei ghbourhood of  t he course,  housi ng accommodat i on i s

severel y t axed,  but  bot h at  Heani sh and Scari ni sh t he usual  boardi ng charges are avai l abl e at
t he moderat e charges.  I t  has been f i nal l y arranged t hat  i n血e earl y spnng an i nt er-

Uni versi t i es mat ch,  OPen tO St udent s of  t he f our Scot t i sh Uni versi t i es’ Wi 旧ake pl ace on血e

course.  The covet ed t rophy i s a val ual ) l e gol d cup’ t he generous donors bei ng Messrs McNei l ,

CoI oni al  I ron Works,  Govan.  McNei l  al so gave t he new course a cl ubhouse.

Oban Ti me§  Sept ember 16t h)  1911

A commodi ous cl ub house,  t he gi f t  ofMr Charl es McNei l ’ CoI oni al  I ron Works,  Govan’ has

recent l y been erect ed on t he gol f course at  Vaul ・ The erect i on,  Whi ch i s t he work ofMessrs J

& L MacKi mon,  Vaul ,  SuPPl i es a much- f el t  want ,  PrOVmg an i nest i mabl e boon t o al l  who
make use of t he course,  and especi a11y t o such ent husi ast  as resort  hi t her,  Wel comi ng t he

shi ne and not  t he shower.  The course i s now as perf ect  as can possi bl y be,  Mr McNei l  havi ng
spared nei t her t i me nor money i n maki ng i t  second t o none on t he west em seaboard of
Scot l and.



囲

Scari ni sh gol f  course

Whi l e put t i ng血e f i ni shi ng t ouches t o t he new course i n Vaul ’ Charl es McNei l  was eymg uP

O血er promi si ng si t es on t he i sl and.

Oban Ti mes J une 17t h,  1911

A new gol f  course i s t o be opened at  Machai r Heani sh,  Whi ch shoul d at t ract  vi si t ors t o t he
Scari ni sh,  Heani sh and Baugh di st r i ct s of t he i sl and.  Mr McNei l ,  Gl asgow,  has done yeoman
servi ce i n t hi s di rect i on f or t he i sl and.

Nothi ng came of t hi s,  but  a gol f course i n Scari ni sh was set  up i n 1920 or 21 by t he Heani sh

pol i ceman,  J ohn Gl enday and a vi si t i ng t el egraph operat or,  Davi d Murdoch.  J ohmy Brown
f rom t he Scari ni sh Hot el  and J ack McEwan,  Who l i ved i n Heani sh,  Were al so i nvoI ved.  The
course had 7 hol es.

Cornai gmore Gol f  Course.

A11an MacDougal l  cane t o Comai gmore School  i n 1933 and became head t eacher i n 1 938.
Despi t e chi l dhood pol i o he was a f i t  man and swam dai l y.  He was a keen gol f er and creat ed
hi s own pri vat e gol f course on t he machai r between t he school  and t he sea.

When I  cane t o Ti ree [ as a t eacher i n 1962]  t he onl y go蝿ng act i vi t y was on t he machai r i n

Comai g,  and t hat  was Mr MacDouga11 and mysel f  When he f ound out  I  pl ayed gol f he t ol d
me he had a wee gol f course out  t he back of t he house.  There were about  f our or f i ve hol es’

and by approachi ng t he hol es f rom di f f erent  angl es you were abl e t o manuf act ure a ni ne hol e

course.  we went  out  a f ew t i mes i n t he summer.  Gordon Come11,  AC299.
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BarrapoI  Gol f  Course

Ti ree As A Heal t h Resort

Pert hshi re Advert i ser Oct ober 6t h 1897.

The f ol l owi ng l et t er has been sent  by Lord Archi bal d Canpbel l  t o t he St andard : -
Coombe Hi l l  Fam,  Ki ngst on- On- Thanes,  Sept ember 23rd,  1 897.

Si r ,  -  I n t hi s day’ s st andard i s a l et t er on t he i sl and of Ti ree.  Much remai ns t o be

added,  however,  and wi t h your l eave I  propose t o make a f ew remarks apropos of t hi s

most  beaut i f ul  i sl and -血e eart hl y paradi se of t he gol f er and t o t he bat her.  The very

great  dangers of t he l andi ng surel y must  be t aken i n hand by t he Scot ch O飾ce and a

proper grant  be made -  Say Of twel ve t housand pounds -  f or a proper pi er,  f rom whi ch
and on whi ch passengers and horses and cat t l e of  al l  sort s coul d be saf el y l anded at  al l

t i mes.
Whi l e I  was on血e i sl and,  and j ust  bef ore embarkat i on,  a horse and man went  over t he

rocks i nt o t he sea.  There t hey st ruggl ed f or t hei r l i ves,  and t o al l  who wi t nessed t he
scene,  i t  was a mi racl e how t he man escaped bei ng drowned or st ruck on t he head by

t he st ruggl i ng ani mal .  Passengers and ani mal s have t o scranbl e down rocks of t he

most  rugged charact er,  and t o women wi t h chi l dren i n t hei r ams t hi s passage over t he
rocks i s one of  ext reme danger.  The si t e of t he pi er has l ong been set t l ed’ and t he

nat i ves are not  l i kel y t o di sput e as t o t hi s mat t er.  Wi t h a popul at i on of upwards of
t hree t housand,  Wi t h t he grandest  bays i n Great  Bri t ai n’ wi t h sands shoal i ng very

gradual l y and of  t he f i mest  qual i t y,  wi t h an ut t er absence of  dangerous current s’ Wi t h

gol f  l i nks of t he very f i nest  qual i t y’ i t  i s saf e t o predi ct  t hat  Ti ree wi l l  ere l ong be

acknowl edged queen of  West em wat eri ng pl aces.
As t o t he det ai l s of t he gol f  l i nks,  t he f i nest  are at  Barrapol ,  ei ght  mi l es f rom Scari ni sh
Bay.  There a f i ve-mi l e course awai t s t he goi f er.  There are shal l ow val l eys of
wonder餌turf ;  t here are deep and deadl y bunkers -  and al l  t hat  go t o make “  Sport i ng

Li nks. ・・ You gaze on an apparent  upl and and reckon t o f i nd t he bal l  l yi ng snugl y

somewhere wi t hi n vi ew,  When al l  of  a sudden you f i nd yoursel f on t he bri nk of  a

sandy precI PI Ce -  at  t he bot t om of t he bunker t he bal l  awai t i ng you -  Si x shot s of t en

f ai l i ng t o pl ace you on t he t urf  I n f act ’ t he course i s餌I  of  suaprl SeS and

unsurpassabl e “  Approaches’ ”  et c・ For wi dt h i t  i s undoubt edl y t he wi dest  i n Scot l and.

Mr Brown,  t he obl i gi ng host  of t he Scami sh Hot el ’ Wi 11 dri ve peopl e over t o Barrapol ’

and on血e ret un of t he gol f  or bat hi ng pi l gr i ms wi l l  ent ert ai n t hem wel l  wi t h

excel l ent  vi ands such as mut t on and very sweet  chi ckens’ f or whi ch di shes t he i sl e has

I ong been f amed.  Not hi ng coul d exceed t he court esy of t he Capt ai ns and crews of t he
st eamers pl yi ng t o Ti ree.  The f ood i s al so good on t hese vessel s’ 一I  am ,  et C’

Archi bal d Canpbel l



多



甲

The i ocat i on of t he goI f ers i n t he post card scene f or Ki rkapoI  (∪65)  are pI ayi ng t he oI d

Ki rkapoI  and VauI  course when i twas an 18 hol e i ayout  and came ri ght  down t ot he road

and beach et c.  1f you I ookat t heVaul  BI uepri nt you canj ust  see a coupI eof hol esat t he

bot t om l ef t  of t he bl uepri nt  whi ch i s our post card l ocat i on.

Best

Harry Ward
4」ul y2021

∪65

Ki r巾PoI , 冊ee・

之002. 183. 宣


