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Abst ract

As t he l nt ergovemment aI  Panel  on Cl i mat e Change cont i nues t o i dent i f y man-made

CI i mat e change as a ri skt o nat ure and humani t y,  Sma= i sI ands set t i ngs are i ncreasi ngI y

Vi ewed as hi ghi y vul nerabl e envi ronment s.  The compI exi t y of  predi ct i ng cl i mat e

Change and i t s subsequent  i mpact s mean t here are numerous quest i ons whi ch must

be answered i n order t o det ermi ne a course of  prevent at i ve act i on,  OrtO i mpl i cat e

management  of  pot ent i aI  changes.  Scot t i sh i sI ands di spl ay some of t he most  di verse

nat uraI  habi t at s on Eart h,  and communi t y set t l ement s exhi bi t  a cont i nuat i on of

t radi t i onaI  pract i ces,  and a t i me- honoured way of  l i f e,  t hat  shoul d be preserved i n

Ordert o mai nt ai n ecoI ogi cal  baI ance and cul t ure.  The i sl ands of t he l nner Hebri des are

hi ghI y exposed t o coast al  f l oodi ng,  「i si ng sea l evel s,  and severe weat her event s,  Whi ch

are l i kel yt o be augment ed by changes i n c=mact i c condi t i ons.  Quest i ons t heref ore

remai n regardi ng t he i ong- t erm f ut ure of t hese i sI ands.  By underst andi ng communi t y

PerSPeCt i ves,  and demonst rat i ng pot ent i al  change t hrough use of  Geographi cai

i nf ormat i on Syst ems,  anaI ysi s of  cl i mat e reI at ed i mpact s can be evi denced.  Thi s

research uncovered several  common concems amongst  Ti ree’ s resi dent s,  Whi ch l i nk t o

t he proj ect i ons of t he 2300 ri se i n sea l eveI・ A summarv of t he cont rast i ng

methodoi ogi es used i n t hi s research show t hat t he l si e of Ti ree i s vul nerabl e t o change,

Wi t h many l ocal  peopI e ci t i ng concems overt he st ab冊y of t he i sl ands economy and

SOCi et y i n t he f ace of  a changi ng cl i mat e,  and sea i evei  r i se dat a showi ng t hat  l arge

SeCt i ons of  Ti ree are at  ri sk of  f ut ure f I oodi ng.  Gi ven t he uncert ai nt y of  f ut ure i mpact s,

more research i s needed t o underst and what  may be requi red t o secure t he i si ands

f ut ure.
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