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T, Ce v B3] 4
Precis of Prooemdings of Court of Inguiry
Opened on 12th July, 1943,
“Date TTace Filotts and  Injaies Tyme Damage
and Unit of Passengers?! to of to
Time _Accident Namas, Personnel Adroraft Aircraft
3,7.45 No.1680 wWest Loch F/Lt. Knox (N.Z.) fatal - Pooker XXIT Total
Aprrox. (%.I1.C,) Terbert W/Cdr. Jones " HLx, 159
1730  Flight B/8gb. Ault , "
hra, Abboteinoh Cple Reid "
Tw 2. 0. Raymer i
e B/0. em:w;néms) #
v e & :.n7 Pte, Gillib " y o
o (hoy)
A.C. 2. Hughes (Pass) *
4.0, 3/A,0pl, 3traughsn *
(Pass)
4,C.1. Coombe (Pass) "
Ag G;il J@ffrw " L
L. 4.0, Bowen W %
3,C.1. Spencer ® n
A.C,1, Garter " "
A,C.1s Dempstexr " ®
Oplo Wills 2 " "
#. Thompson (Yiv) © "
P, Thompson " " "
- J: R=id " e ®
w

A.J. Dillem ™ "

Short Aecount of Acoident

On the mornine of the 3rd July, ¥/It. Knox was authorised to fly io Stornoway
from Abbotsinoh via Benbecula and Tiree, returning to Abbotsinch by the same route on
normal sommnicatisne dokiss, He tosk with hig a orew of four amd Tift=en passengers.
The route weather forecast was not good, but in view of the pilet's experienss and
shility the flicht wes not gonaidsred difficult, The oubtwaxd flight wes accovplished
without inecident, and after taldng off from Tires at 1842 ars., the airoralt crashed
in Loch Tarbert at about 1730 hrs,, all its oooupants being ¢illed 1n the following
circumsisnoes. On the return flight from Tirse arrival and departure mesaages were
received from various ajrfields, and at 1710 hrs., an 3,0,8. message from this '
ajroraft was received, by the Air Xinistry Control Station, Renfrew; this was followed
at 1712 hrs. by a %' message "I will be forved to alight on the sea®. At 1714 hra
a 3, T.E of 280 was taken on this aireraft's transidssion and its position (Viz. 2
wiles south of Ardpatrick Point) was passed at 1715 hrs, Thais was agproximately ten
wdlss &,% of the point at which the airerafi actually crashed.

According to the avidence of eye witnesses, the Focker was hoard approaching
Toch Tarbert at sboat 1715 hrs, froi the North or North-iest, the sounds desec.ibed
by eye witnesses suggesting that the engines were throttled back. There was 10/10
cloud at the time at approximately 1000 £%, with haze, and the Fokker was seen to
break oloud in & glide, and was cbserved to be on fire on ite starboerd side. I%
turned down the Loch into wind and continued its glide, seemingly under perfect
gontrol, but as it touched the water, thore was a loud crash, the nose went in ard
the tall came out almost perpendiculayly and the airerafi pulled up dead. An ex-
tensive fire which engulfed the wrackage broke out immediately the aircraft touched
the water and lasted for sbout a quarter of an hour, In the meantime help was at
hand but no sign of life was sesn. A pilot took off from Abbotsinch in e Doninic
carrying extra dinghies immediately on zeceipt of a telephone message from Renfrew
but was unable to be of any asaistanoce,
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 The main wreckage lay in about 20 ft. of water at the bottom of Loch

Taybert, pieces of wing, spars and three-ply being scattered over a mile or so
of the East shore of the Loch. None of the bodies recoverod were wearing life~
seving waisteoasts, although these were available in the airoraf't. From inspec-
tion of the wrecksge the Court was of the opinion that the airoraft was on fire
before striking tre water, the only definite locality being the starboard wing,
root and fusclage. According to the Salvege orvew reports on an underveter in=
speotion, fire extinpuishers hed been used on a8t least one sngine,

F/It. Knox wes an sxperienced pilot, eni is reputed to have a total solo
flying experience of 1385 hrs, (his flying log books were not availsble), He hed
flown 239 hrs, during the last six months, 60 of which had been in Fokier k. XAIIL.
Other points of intarest are included in the folleowig findim, observetions and
renarks. 3

Finding of the Oourt (President W/0dr., Ieggate) 18.7,43.

de Owing to the state of the wreckage it ié not ~oasible %o ascemtain the
exact origin of the fire, but there was evidence of a fierce fire heving ccourred
eround the petrol tank compariment. v

8. .  Whilst examining the petrol system of Fokker 1.i:, 160 ( a similar type of
eireraft undsrzoing a complete overhaul at Prestwicki it was noticed that there was
A gap bstween the filler neck of the petrol tenic and %the filling aperture of Ihe
upper surface of the mainplanes, so that in the event of the tank being overfililed,
petrol would flow into the tank compartment,

Be No blame should be atteched to any member of the cr&ﬁ of Fokker H,¥. 159.
Recommendations
i That immediate modification sction be taken on filler necks of petrol bHanks

in Pokker H,d, 160 to prevent surplus petrol caused by over=£illing, spilling into
the petrol tank compartment, ) ' ’ i

2 That No. 45 Group Headquarters be requestsd to issue instructions to the
effect that the recovery of bodies from crashed airoraft in shallow water should
be given highest priority, According to the sta‘ement of one witness ten days had
slapsed before any more bodics were recovered, other than thoss recovered on the
day of the crash, .

Remarks of Officer Qomndig

Conoure with the Fingings of the Oourt and with the Reconmeniationa, except
that he regards the use of the superlative in the second recouweniation as inadvis-
ible, bearing in mind the inebilit: to forecast the vital Eervios requirements and
pravailing circumstances which may accampany the removal of the de ad from the
soens of the acoidents which may ovour in the future, Considers the saving of 1lile
15 of more importance and that the recovery of seoret or swecial eculpment may well
be allowed very high priority., States that No.43 Group and No. 63 MU, were advised

of this aceident,
Remarks of Air Officer Conmanding, 12,8,43

1, In conourring with the conclusions is satisfied that, although ths route
forecast was not particularly good, the pilot was an experienced one, and capable
of completing the flight under the weather conditions existing.

2, Has taken sction recommending modification as menfioned in the firs$
recommendatiot,

S Drave atbention to ssoond recommeéndation for astion as necsssary by
Air Kinisbry. '
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Bemarks of Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, -/8/13

Agrees with the Findings and Recommendations, but would qualify the seeond
Recommandation, Unleas there is till a chanos of saving life, doss not consider
that the recovery of bodies from orashed sireraft in the ciroumstances of thia
acoldent should demand the highest priority 'nless the recovery of the bodies has
urgent Sarvice valus - e,g. it might perhaps furmish some additionsl imoans of
discovering the csuse of the crash. It is however considered that action should
invariably be teken to recover bodies with all po=sible speed,

Hemarks of C, I, Accidsnts

Thig aocident was investigatcd by this Branch, It is considered that
it was caused by a i'ire which broke out at the back of the starboard inner
engine,

Has ciraulated file to the following:~ *C,S.B,2., S,%.1(a)
R.D.A. (Defescts),, R,D,T.k(s)s P.4 (Gas).
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