Tiree Parish

News Letter

Minister—Rev. W. J. MACLEOD, The Manse, Tiree

Dear Friends,

Another chapter closed, another mile-
stone passed, another year nearer the end of
the earthly road,—let us thank God for
many mercies and blessings.

The past year has been a very busy and
demanding one. The early part of the year
was cold and wet and there was much illness
around -and many of the elderly friends were
unable to attend Church. However, April
brought relief and in that month we had the
first ever Gaelic Broadcast service from
Tiree. This service was heard and enjoyed
over a very large area and letters and tele-
phone calls were received complimenting
the congregation on the excellent singing.
For the summer we enjoyed glorious sun-
shine and many friends and visitors had the
opportunity of seeing Tiree at its very best.

Repairs and improvements to the pro-
perty have continued this year. The south
and west walls of Heylipol Church have been
re-pointed and specially treated. This was a
big operation but to date appears to have
been very successful as there is no evidence
of dampness now. Walls were erected at the
Manse and Kirkapol Church. Main's water
was connected to Balinoe Hall and additional
heating installed in both Cornaig and
Balinoe Churches.

All this work, of course, involves the ex-
pPenditure of large sums of money and we
must now touch on a sadder note. In the past
we have not been slow to point out the in-
crease in weekly offerings, and in honesty
we must direct attention to the fact that
this year our income shows a considerable
decrease. As you know we make as little re-
ference to money as possible, believing that
it is only as the Lord touches the heart that
sacrificial giving begins. God’s House must
be kept in order and the burden of main-
taining four Churches is heavy and I am sure
that all appreciate that we just can not
afford any decrease in offerings. I personally
would rather see a closed Church than a
poorly maintained one kept open. I believe
that the condition of the fabric of a Church
points to the spiritual temperature of the
congregation. May I make two suggestions:
1. Make full use of the Freewill Offering
Scheme and give as the Liord has prospered
you. If you have not joined the scheme,
please do so now. 2. If you pay a consider-
able sum in Income Tax at the standard rate.
you can enter into a covenant whereby the
Church can reclaim the tax that has been
paid. The Bank Manager will be pleased to
advise you on this matter. This is all very
material but it will do no harm to be re-
minded of the vast amount of work and
money involved in running and maintaining
four Churches.

We are purchasing cchairs to supplement
the seating in Balinoe Hall. These chairs

cost 25s each and it has been suggested that
some members would like to help and buy
one chair each for the hall. Some kind people

* have already done so—would you care to

help?

During the year a legacy of £100 was re-
ceived from the estate of Mrs McK. MacCal-
lum late of Ruaig and South Africa. We very
much appreciate this donation and have used
this money as a foundation for a “Benevolent
Fund”. This fund has already been added to
by local donations.

We now have an excellent Bible .Class
which meets every Sunday and we are most
grateful to all who help and give of their
time and talents to ensure that this very
necessary work continues.

A full report will be given at the Meeting
on the Sunday Schools and Woman’s Guild.
They are in good heart and have played a
full share in the work of the congrgation
during the year.

In accordance with General Assembly
Regulations—Notice is hereby given that
the Congregational Roll will be examined
this year and that persons who show no
interest in the life and work of the Church
will be removed from the register. I have also
to report that there will be a visitation of
the parish this year, by members of the
Presbytery of Lorn and Mull. It is hoped
that they find our house in order.

Like its predecessors, the year ended has
left gaps in our ranks. Respected and loved
members have been called home. We mourn
them, the Church miss them, but God wel-
comes them home. There are many elderly
and ill people in the Parish, I would like
them to know that they are often remem-
bered in our prayers and especially at the
Prayer Meeting every Wednesday. If you feel
that religion doesn’t mean as much to you as
it should, please come along to the Wednes-
day meetings and here you will find peace
and blessing and a real warmth of fellow-
ship.

If you are unable to attend Church and
feel that I can be of spiritual help to you,
I would again remind you that I am at your
service day or night and please feel comp-
letely free to ask me to call at any time.
That is my great desire in life, to help my
congregation: “On the road that leads to the
Lamb.”

In conclusion, I would like to thank all
who further the Cause of Christ and make
life easier for us all.

“As the mountains are round about
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about his
people from henceforth even for ever.”

Leis gach durachd mhath.
Your Minister and Friend,

W. J. MACLEOD.
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Free Will Offering ...
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Donations ... ...
Womans’ Gu1ld
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Christian Aid .

National Bible Soc1ety' :
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Heylipol Quoad Sacra ... ... ... ...
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FABRIC FUND
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3 Repairs to Churches ... ... ... ...
0 Repairs to Manse ... ... oo vun ...
40 0 0 Electrical Repairs ... ... cov cer wae
0 Sundry Repairs ... ... ... oo een e
9 Balinoe Water Supply ... ... ... ...
Balance at 31/12/66 ... ... ... ...
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OF TIREE

R YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 1966

Presbytery Dues ... ... .

EXPENDITURE

Investment retained by Edmburgh

Maintenance of Ministry ..
Co-ordinated Appeal-...

Aged and Infirm Mlnlsters Fund R YT T

Cleaning, Lighting and heatlng

Church Magazines ..
Stationery and Prmtmg
Insurance Premiums .
Transfer to Fabric Fund

Ministers Expenses, Posts etc
Telephone EXPENSES ... ... vov vor cir ver vie e oot see eve cen aee eee sne eee aee eve e

County Rates ... ... ..

Communion Expenses

Hire of Buses ... ...

Ladies Highland Assoc1at10n
Christian Aid .. AR
National Bible Soc1ety
Organ Expenses ..

Amphfymg Equlpment
Sundries . -

Balance at 31/2/66 ... ... oo oo coe s e e eee e eee e e

R. MORRISON, Treasurer to Kirk Session.

WOMAN’S GUILD ACCOUNT

£1716 3

£70 0 0

185 0 0

109 0 0

5 0 0
419 0 0
225 8 0
44 11 8
46 12 8
3114 6
850 0 0
100 0 0
42 12 9
18 14 3
16 10 9
40 0 0
’ 5 5 0 0
9 2 3
8 8 0
: 2019 3
SRR e 2514 7
> 5 6 0
£1927 10 11
48 15 2
£1976 6 1

Examined and found correct — M. MACKINNON
Balance at 1/1/66 .. . £26 16 3 Postcards ... ... ol el e 13 18 11
Cattle Sale and Sports Teas 9 7 0 Wool and Embroldery 17 15 11
Sale of Work . e 231 2 8 Sundries ... ... .. s 7T13 9
Sale of Cards and Oalenders 3215 0 Hall curtains ... ... 810 0
Sunshine Bags ... ... ... ... .. 54 6 8 Cards and Calendars 183 5
Guild Social . 25 12 3 Fabric Fund . R 40 0 0
Mission Boxes I 012 11 Kirk Sessmn ces wen wne men e aes 200 00 B
Membershlp Renewal 110 Sunday Schools ... ... ... ... 10 0 0
Organ Fund . S o N 3 00 Presbyterial Council and Mac-

DOHALIONG s wes o6 wr T o5y vie 714 2 Phail Cot. . R R S e 6 0 0
Sundries ... ... oo v s eer een .. 2 41 Tiree PartlesFund ! 10 0 0
Bank Interest ... ... ... ... ... ... 310 8 Central Fund and Ra_]astan 610 0
Spastic Fund ... ... 5 0 0
Transfer to Organ Fund ......... 300
Balance at 31/12/66 .. e 47 10 8
£479 2 8 £479 2 8




