RAAF FATALITIES IN SECOND WORLD WAR AMONG
RAAF PERSONNEL SERVING ON ATTACHMENT
IN ROYAL AIR FORCE SQUADRONS AND SUPPORT UNITS
421205 Warrant Officer GRAHAM, William Arthur

Source:

AWM 237 (65) NAA : A705, 166/32/467 Digitised Micro Film No 463
Commonwealth War Graves records

Aircraft Type: Halifax
Serial number: LL 186
Radio call sign: -M

Unit: 518 Sqn RAF
Summary:

On the 16™ August 1944, Halifax LL186 was detailed to carry out a non-operational air
test. The aircraft collided with another Halifax L1296 and both aircraft crashed at 1325
hours, and all on board both aircraft were killed.

Crew: LL186

RAF FO Organ, F W Captain (Pilot)
RAF PO Smith, B W (2 Pilot)

RAF Sgt A Marshall, (Flight Engineer)

RAF FO Oates, K (Navigator)
RAAF 421385 FO Peterson, J A (Wireless Air Gunner)

RAF Flt Sgt P V Cresswell, (Wireless Air Gunner)
RAAF 421205 WO W A Graham, (Wireless Air Gunner)
RAF Sgt P G Smith (Met Officer)

FO Organ is buried in the Ecclesall (All Saints) Churchyard, UK.

PO Smith is buried in the Soroby Burial Ground, UK.

Sgt Marshall is buried in the Toomorden (Christ Church) Churchyard, UK.
FO Oates is buried in the Forest Town (St Alban) Churchyard, UK.

FO Peterson is buried in the Soroby Burial Ground, UK.

Flt Sgt Cresswell is buried in the Plumstead Cemetery, UK.

WO Graham is buried in the Dalton-in-Furness Cemetery, UK.

Sgt Smith is buried in the South Ealing Cemetery, UK.

An inquiry into the accident by the Flt Commander, Flight ‘A’ stated that :* It would
appear that Halifax LL296 “S” having been given permission by R/T to land, was flying
in an upwind direction above the runway in use in order to set the directional Gyro.
Having reached a point approx 1000 yards from the end of the runway, LL186 “M” broke
cloud dead ahead, and then banked violently to starboard but the starboard wing of “’S”
collided with the port wing pf “M”. Both aircraft burst into flames on impact, the
fragment falling to the north and south of the island of Loch. The weather conditions at
the time were 5/10ths cloud at 300 feet. Visibility was 7 miles with a cloud base of
10/10ths at 1000 feet.”
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RAAF FATALITIES IN SECOND WORLD WAR AMONG
RAAF PERSONNEL SERVING ON ATTACHMENT
IN ROYAL AIR FORCE SQUADRONS AND SUPPORT UNITS

412613 Sergeant HINTON, Reginald Richard

Source:
Awm 237 (65) NAA : A705, 163/122/133 Commonwealth War Graves records

Aircraft Type: Anson

Serial number: DI 472

Radio call sign:

Unit: 1 Advanced Flying RAF

Summary:

On the 2™ August 1942, Anson DJ472 took off on a non-operational day training
exercise flying from RAF Tiree to Prestwick. The track between these two locations
passed within seven miles of Goatfell on the Isle of Man, Scotland. The aircraft hit
Goatfell during a heavy thunderstorm and crashed at approx 1800 hours, killing all on
board.

Crew:

RAF Flt Lt Campbell,H C Captain (Pilot)

RAAF 412613 Sgt R R Hinton (Observer)

RAF Sgt H T Swain, (Wireless Air Gunner)

RAF LAC K Whalley, (Pilot/Observer — under training)

RCAF Sgt G R Lewis, (Wireless Air Gunner —under training)

Flt Lt Campbell, Sgt Hinton, LAC Whalley and Sgt Lewis are buried in the Kirkinner
Cemetery, UK.
Sgt Swain is buried in the East Finchley Cemetery and St Marlebone Crematorium, UK.
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yRAAF PERSONNEL SERVING ON ATTACHMENT IN ROYAL AIR FORCE
SQUADRONS AND SUPPORT UNITS IN WORLD WAR 2 AND MISSING WITH
NO KNOWN GRAVE.

420978 Sergeant MCDONAGH, John Henry William

Source:
NAA : A705, 166/13/22 Commonwealth War Graves records

W R Chorley :RAF Bomber Command Losses of the Second World War 1940-1947,
Page 207, Volume 7.

A ircraft Type: Wellington

Serial number: DV 914

Radio call sign:

Unit: 20 Op Training RAF

Summary:

Wellington DV 914 of No 20 Operational Training Unit RAF, took off on 12 March 1943
on an operational training flight between the Mull of Kintyre and Scarpa Island, West
Scotland. The route was Base — Tiree — Mull of Kintyre — Scarpa — Base. No signals were
received from the aircraft and it failed to return to base from the exercise.

An aircraft was seen by ASR launches exercising in the vicinity of the Island of Tiree to
spin into the sea from a height of 10000 feet. It was also separately reported that an RAF
Corporal and a civilian had seen an aircraft crash into the sea off the West coast of
Scotland and this was considered by the unit to be DV 914.

Crew:

RAF Sgt Morris, G E (Pilot)

RAAF 414371 Sgt Wright, S R (Navigator)

RAAF 414548 Sgt Fitzerald, P J (2** Navigator)

RAAF 420978 Sgt McDonagh, J H W(Bombaimer)
RAF Sgt Robinson, T (Wireless Operator Air Gunner)
RAAF 412744 Sgt Stockbridge, H S (Air Gunner)

Following post war enquiries and investigations, it was recorded in 1949 that the missing
crew had lost their lives at sea. Their names are commemorated on the Memorial to the
Missing, Runnymede, UK.
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RAAF FATALITIES IN SECOND WORLD WAR AMONG
RAAF PERSONNEL SERVING ON ATTACHMENT
IN ROYAL AIR FORCE SQUADRONS AND SUPPORT UNITS

418036 Flying Officer STEPHENS, Thomas
Source:

AWM 237 (65) NAA : A705, 166/38/652 Digitised Micro Film No 463
Commonwealth War Graves records

Aircraft Type: Halifax

Serial number: LL 296

Radio call sign: -S
Unit: 518 Sqn RAF
Summary:

On 16™ August 1944, Halifax L1295 crashed at Tiree Argyllshire, Scotland. The Isle of
Tiree is on the west coast of Scotland, and is about 2 miles west of Scarinish. All on
board the aircraft were killed.

Crew: LL296

RAF PO Turner Captain (Pilot)

RAF FO Revillord, L (2™ Pilot)

RAF Sgt K Willams, (Flight Engineer)

RAAF 418036 FO Stephens, T (Navigator Bomb Aimer)
RAF Sgt R Stevenson, (Met Officer)

RAF WO A Milne (Wireless Air Gunner)

RCAF PO Bradley, F (Wireless Air Gunner)

RCAF PO Regenstreif, M (Wireless Air Gunner)

PO Turner is buried in the Troon Cemetery, Ayrshire, Scotland.

FO Stephens, Sgt Srevenson, PO Bradley and PO Regenstreif are buried in the Soroby
Burial Ground, UK.

WO Milne is buried in the Sunderland (Bishopwearmouth) Cemetery, UK.

Sgt Williams is buried in the Beringston (Plymyard) Cemetery, UK.

Commonwealth War Graves do not show where FO Revillord is buried.

In a report on the accident, the Wg Cdr CO of 518 Sqn reported : “Assuming that the R/T
in aircraft “M” was serviceable, Flying Control had been in contact with the aircraft 10
minutes before, and it seems that FO Organ the Pilot of “M” was nearer the drome than
he thought as he had not called up for permission to join the circuit. . Due to the patches
of cloud, his aircraft came in contact with aircraft “S” piloted by FO Turner.”

An inquiry into the accident by the Flt Commander, Flight ‘A’ stated that :“It would
appear that Halifax LL296 “S” having been given permission by R/T to land, was flying
in an upwind direction above the runway in use in order to set the directional Gyro.
Having reached a point approx 1000 yards from the end of the runway, LL186 “M” broke
cloud dead ahead, and then banked violently to starboard but the starboard wing of “”S”
collided with the port wing pf “M”. Both aircraft burst into flames on impact, the
fragment falling to the north and south of the island of Loch. The weather conditions at
the time were 5/10ths cloud at 300 feet. Visibility was 7 miles with a cloud base of
10/10ths at 1000 feet.
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