First Eilection
Donna jean MacKinnan

HE FIRST VANCOUVER clvi¢ elecuon. I158C.
crooked affair and, though the “good guy” worn, only
A

zved It from being declared

Mav 3. wal &
the chaos of the Great Fire s
null and void.

There were two candidates for mavor—Richard H. Alexan-
der, the manager of the Hastings Sawmill, and Malcolm
Alexander MacLean, recenthy arrived and vire vally unknown 1n
Vancouver, who was approached and persuaded 1o run.

It was an “anybody but Alexander’ campaign and abourt
‘orry men cajoled and concocted the elzction resuits ir: favor of

MacLean that day. Those who woerked at Hastungs Sawmuill
were “sore” 2t Alexander as he was arrogant and a bit of a ryrant
as well. A few days before the election, at a strike at Hastings
Sawmill, Alexander, threatening the workers and reveating con-
temporary racism, said he could run the miil more cheaply by
using native and Chinese labor and tha: Canadians were
“North American Chinamen” anvway.

Alexander's arrogance didn't make his empioyvees inclined to
vote for him, and retaliating forces went 1o WOrIK [0 ensure ne
didnt win the election. Vancouver pionesr Mr. Havwood told
the story, “We wanted to pus Maciean in and we did. There
was a lot of people who votea who did not have 2 vote, Lots of
people stopping in hotels ' Hoteilers
FUSe [0 EXEgEErare the number of tenants

ﬂﬂf' Iid quEll']C-EIlOHﬁ
went along with the
in their rooms and also backdared receipts so that more pro-
hacLean people could sadsfi the residency requirement.

The Hastings Sawmill peopie coerced the Chinese employ-
ees and sent them up o vare tor Alexander. Buc tnere were 2
lor of anti-Alexander navvies {laborers) hanging around
Granville on election dav and they threatened e Chinese and
prevented them from voting, '

At the end of the day, 499 vores had been cast and MacLean
was clected by a margin of 17 votes. The cirizens were said ro
Have been so excired thar they “rook him in the back sear of a

buggy and hauled him all over whar there was of the iirde

town.”

Before 2 judgement could be made on the validiry of the elec-
ton, however, the Great Fire of June 13, 1886, occurred. In the
confusion that followed. the protestations were dropped and

Mayor MacLean went on to become elected for a second term.
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Mayors of Vancouver
‘Donna-fean MacKinnon

Matcoim Alexander Macl.ean | 88687

-} . 844 Tiree, Seetiand: are. Vanctouw-
ven B85 . Apr 4, 1895, Vancouver)

Thougr the man who was 1o be first mayor of
var-ouver fad only recently moved from Win-
nipeg anc nad to be parsuaded {o run. he grew
e his role and established the office of mayor
wth & combination of pioneer spirit and distinc-
uon. Maclean, a realter, was pracucaliy
URENoWh 10 vOTers in Yancouvers first glection,
zus he presented himself well, rao travelled
wideiy anc was nat Richard H, Alexander,
mazLean's oniv opponent, Alexander was the
unpooular manager of the Hastings Sawmill. the
bigoest employer in Granvilie. The city’s first
pection was 4s honest as could be expected for
the ume., which is 1o say, not very. Thers was
chicanery on botn sides. Maclean won by 17
voles anc “pecpie were so elated that they teok
nim in a buggy and hauled him ali over what
there was of the little town,” Less than a month
lacer the Great Fire of June 13. 1886, destroyed
maost of Vancouver. Mayer Maclean lost al his
possessions bus plunged into organizing relief
afforts ang distributing rations sent from New
Westminster. It became obvious he was willing
anz abie 1o guide the citizens Througn the crisis.
After the inizial shock of the fire Maclean calied
council tegetner in a tent at the northeast cor-
rer of Carrail and Yvater Streets, and resurned
nor of civic afairs “withous: five cents
I the Dank, without an assessment rofl and
without even 2 chair 1o sit upon.” Challenges to
his rayaralty were drepped and he went on 1o
wini the next eiecsion fair and scuare. just one
vea- after the Great Fire, Maclezn greeted the
first train and the first steamship into Yancouver
on benalf of itz proud citizens. '
David Oppenheimer |B8E-2|

(b. jan, |, 1832, Bieiskastel, Germany; arr. Van-
couver 1860; d. Dec, 31, 897, Vancouver)
Often called the “father” of Vancouver, this
wealthy entrepreneur believed public works
operatons beionged 10 the taxpayers, During
the eiection campaign of 1888 he promised a
Ctonical electorate its owh water service, public
Tansportation and a sewage system. Within two
YEATS. SIreetiars wera Funning along City streets
ad 3 water connection from the Capilane River
kad been instalied. Gppenheimer personally paid
the water feas ang liberalty donated money for
e construction of Alexandra Orphanage and
e TMCA. He also donated tand for city parks
ncluding East Park {later Exnibition Park, now

e direr



