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THE STONEWARE CROCK 
 
This stoneware grocers' crock (Gaelic crogan) is not unusual. Many households on 

Tiree will have something similar, if not in their sitting rooms, in an outside shed 

holding rusting nails or dusty twine. This crock came to An Iodhlann from Taigh a' 

Ghreusaiche 'the house of the shoemaker' in Balephuil's Bail' Ùr. It was thought to 

have contained 4 lbs of jam, and came from the Glasgow grocers William Farmer and 

Sons of Hillhead and Bearsden. This shop was established in 1853. The 1901 Glasgow 

Directory lists two firms trading under that name. The first was described as 'Italian 

warehousemen: tea, coffee and wine merchants' situated on Rokeby Terrace; the 

second 'duty paid and wholesale stores' on Otago Street. The latter shop was 

involved in a Christmas box collection for front-line troops during the First World 

War. Farmer vied for trade with the better-known Cooper and Co. on Howard Street 

and the Great Western Road. 

 

Dundee was at the centre of the Scottish jam industry from the 1850s, but jam only 

became affordable to many after the Sugar Tax was abolished in 1874. Sugar, 

previously from can in the West Indies, also began to be extracted from European 

sugar beet and the price plummeted. (Ironically, many are now lobbying for a sugar 

tax to be re-imposed). 

 

Stoneware jars were produced in huge numbers at the end of the nineteenth 

century, each stamped with the grocers' name. We have a number from other shops 

in Glasgow and Tobermory, and several large stoneware flagons of whisky, which 

were often bought to sustain funeral parties. This crock was made by the Cleland 

Pottery in Lanarkshire, which was in operation from 1895 to 1911, so this one must 

date from the first decade of the twentieth century. Islanders could order such 

goods by post, or from one of the many commercial travellers who visited the island. 
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