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GOOSENECK FLARE 
 

This galvanised gooseneck runway light from Tiree airport was given to An Iodhlann 

by Simon Latham and restored by Angus MacKechnie. Gooseneck flares had been 

used on airfields since the 1930s. Described as watering cans full of paraffin, and 

with a wick set in their spouts, around twenty were placed along each edge of the 

runway with their spouts pointing downwind. Although pilots complained they 

produced a flickering light that was sometimes difficult to see from the air 

(especially, presumably, above Tiree!), they were cheap and reliable. But they could 

be tricky to extinguish quickly in the event of an air raid. 

 

RAF Tiree became operational in April 1942, with 224 and 304 (Polish) Squadrons 

flying enormous Liberators, Hudsons and Wellingtons on convoy protection missions 

deep into the Atlantic. Many days were spent on bombing practice above the rocks 

in Gott Bay. Night landings and takeoffs were common. F Kryszczuk, a navigator with 

304, recalled one such mission: "It was still dark when we awakened. We got up in 

the regulation way - immediately! We took off and we were already heading across 

the ocean by daybreak." A few hours later the crew had sunk a German U-boat. 

These two squadrons left after a few months, followed by 518 Squadron in 1943. 

Their job was to record weather systems blowing the Atlantic towards Europe. 

Winston Dimond was an Australian who had joined the war effort: 

 

"At Tiree, usually during the morning of the sortie, we did a half hour air test of 

our plane, reporting anything amiss. During the afternoon we tried to sleep. 

Awoken about 9 pm, a transport truck would take us to the Mess where the 

traditional pre-flight meal of ham and eggs would be served. We’d be given flight 

rations and then a truck would take us for a briefing and the latest weather. Take 

off was about midnight. We’d fly west for 700 nautical miles at 1,500 feet - about 

half way to Canada - on oxygen with no heating, only thick underwear and 

padded flying suits to try and keep warm in. Weather readings were taken every 

50 nautical miles. Descent was then made to sea level to take weather readings 

every 100 miles ... arriving home at about 10.30 am (roughly a 10 ½ hour trip)." 

(Quoted in  Tiree: Barley and Brine by Mike Hughes and John Holliday) 

 

Pinpointing the island's airstrip in the dark, with the gooseneck flares visible for only 

a mile, needed navigation skills of the highest order. By the end of the war, the 

paraffin goosenecks were being replaced by rechargeable electric Glim lamps. But 

gooseneck flares were still in use in places like India as late as 2008, to allow 



Microsoft founder Bill Gates' private plane to take off after dark from an air force 

base in India. 
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