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Paper 1904 – 5001 
        Police Station 
         Tiree 11th February 1904 
Police Information 
   William McNeill a Cottar residing at Balevullin in the Parish and Island of Tiree 
and County of Argyll. Says on Monday or Tuesday the 8th or 9th of February 1904 I was down at the 
shore near this Township looking for sea weed when there I found a sheepskin on the shore the same 
as if it had been washed in by the tide on looking at it I saw it had not been many days since it was 
taken off the carcase of the sheep I also noticed small piece of the entrails of a sheep lying on the 
shore not far from where I found the skin.  I took the skin home with me and told Hugh McKinnon the 
Shepherd at Hough  Farm about it and he came and examined it and we found the letter H as tar mark 
on the side of the skin there was only one ear on the skin and there was no mark on it.  MacKinnon 
took the skin away with him 
 
Hugh McKinnon 68 years of age says I am shepherd of and reside on the farm of Hough in the island 
of Tiree tennanted by Hugh Macdiarmid Factor of the Island and residing at Island House Tiree.  On 
Tuesday the 9th February William McNeill above named came to me when I was going my rounds on 
Hough hill in the vicinity of Balevullin Township and told me that he had found a sheepskin on the 
shore I went with him to his house and saw the skin and found that the Buist or tar mark of H was 
quite plain on the right side of the skin the Lug with the stock mark on it had been cut off but the other 
Lug was left on from the   
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killed [sic] and the skin and inside thrown into the Sea I saw Kennedy and asked him if he had a 
License for Keeping a dog he said no,  I am reporting him for not having a license, waiting your advice 
on the matter 
       Walter Beattie 
        Constable  
William Sproat Esqr 
     Procurator Fiscal  
 Tobermory  
     


