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3. 
1 
Donald McMillan  
      Moss Tiree   16th May 1885 

Donald McMillan  Says 

 I am about 80 years of age. I am a Cottar, and reside at Moss in the Island and Parish of Tiree. 

The Widow Carmichael occupied the house at Moss for about 6 or 7 years.  She left about 15 months 

ago and went to live in the Ross of Mull of which place she is a native.  She has not been back since.  

-  Before she left  she locked the door of the house, and gave the key to Angus McDonald Shepherd 

Moss.  He is related to her.  -  She left all her Furniture in the house which consisted of 2 old chairs 

and a bed.  - Hugh ~ 

 

4. 
2. 
Donald McMillan  

Hugh McDonald who was employed about the Railway in Glasgow and who is a Native of Tiree 

returned about two years ago in bad health, and went with his wife to live in Balevulin near Moss  -  He 

has been looking after this house at Moss for about two years.  -  His father built it and lived in it for 40 

years before his death, which took place about 20 years ago.  Hugh his son was born and lived in 

family with his Father in it for many years.  He left for the South before his father died.  After his 

Father’s death his sister Cursty McDonald wife of Donald McNeill a Witness locked up the house  

 

5. 
3. 
Donald McMillan  

house and took the key with her.  Carmichael the Husband of the Widow took possession of this 

house without permission of the MacDonalds, he said that he had the authority of McNeill the then 



Inspector of Poor for going into it.  McNeill has been dead for many years  -  Carmichael was twice 

married.  His first wife was a pauper, and after her death he continued to live in the house.  He married 

a second time about 7 years ago, and took his wife with him there.  He died about 4 years ago, and 

his widow continued to live in the house, till she locked it up and went to Ross of Mull as aforesaid. – 

 About 3 weeks or a month ago     

 
6 
4. 
Donald McMillan 

qgo, Hugh McDonald accompanied by John McNeill Balevulin came to my house late in the evening 

McDonald told me that he was going to draw the Staple and take possession of the house and asked 

me to go along with him and see what furniture was in the house.  -  I went with him.  The door was 

secured with a Padlock and staple when we got there he by the use of a piece of Iron removed the 

staple & lock which secured the door.  He and McNeill then entered the house.  I did not go in  He has 

since occupied the house along with his wife and son.  -  He told me   

 

7 
5. 
Donald McMillan 

me that the house belonged to his Father, and that he had a right to it, and that was the reason why 

he took possession.  -   Truth 

 

8. 
7. 
John McNeill  
       Balevulin  18th April 1885 

John McNeill  Says 

 I am 21 years of age.  -  I am a Fisherman and reside in Balevulin.  -  About 3 weeks or a 

month ago I was asked by Hugh McDonald to accompany him to the house in question at Moss.  This 

was in the evening about dusk.  He told me he was going to take possession of the house as it 

belonged to his Father. -  I went along with him.  -  We called at the house of the Witness McMillan 

and he accompanied us to the house.  When we got there we found the door fastened with padlock 

and chain & Staple  McDonald removed these fastenings 

 

9. 
8. 
John McNeill 

fastenings with a bit of Iron.  I did not assist him.  We entered the house, and found a little furniture.  I 

don’t remember what kind   -  McDonald  told me he had a right to the house as it belonged to his 

Father.  -  Truth 

 
10. 
9. 
Cursty McDonald or McNeill  



       Moss Tiree    18th April 1885 

Cursty McDonald or McNeill  Says 

 I am 49 years of age.  I am wife of and reside with Donald McNeill Fisherman Balevulin Tiree. -   

My Brother Hugh came home from Glasgow about the middle of February last in bad health, and lived 

in my house along with his wife. -  He looked after this house in Moss since returning as he had it in 

his mind to go and live in it as it belonged to his Father who died about 16 or 17 years ago.  – 

After his death I locked up the house & took the key with me  -  I left all the furniture in the house 

which 

 

11. 
10. 
Cursty McDonald or McNeill  

which consisted of Bedstead, chests Stools &c.  -  I was told that the Parochial Board gave permission 

to Carmichael (whose first wife was a Pauper) to take possession of the house.  They lived in it for 

some time and used the furniture.  -  His first wife died, and he married again.  He died about 4 years 

ago and his widow continued to live in the house till she went to the Ross of Mull about a year ago  

She is a Native of Mull.   

 About 4 weeks ago, my brother Hugh told me he was going to occupy this house at Moss -   I 

was quite willing that he should do so, as it was ~ 

 

12. 
11. 
Cursty McDonald or McNeill 

was our won house.  He went in the evening about that time accompanied by my son John. -   He 

came back that same night for some furniture he had in my house,  he told me that the door had been 

fastened with a Padlock & Chain and small staple, which he drew back with a bit of Iron.  -  He still 

occupies it. 

 My Father built the house I believe about 50 years ago.  We repaired it about 22 years ago for 

him who was then in bad health.  -  He lived in it until his death  Truth 

  

13. 
13. 
Peggy Beaton or Carmichael  

Peggy Beaton or Carmichael  Says  I am Widow of Archibald Carmichael who died 

about 4 years ago. -  I lived in the house at Moss altogether about 7 years.  he was in it before I 

married him.  I left Tiree about 18 months ago and acme to the Ross of Mull where I now reside.  I left 

my Furniture in the house and after leaving it I secured the door by a Padlock Hasp and Staple.  I 

intend to return to Tiree, at the old term of Whitsunday, and then to give up the house to the Factor as 

I don’t intend to live in Tiree longer.  I  gave no authority to MacDonald or any other body 

 

14. 
14. 
Peggy Beaton or Carmichael 



to occupy the house.   Truth 

 

15. 
15. 
Hugh McDiarmid  

Hugh McDiarmid Says  I am local Factor for the Duke of Argyll in Tiree.  About a year 

ago Hugh McDonald a Native of Tiree, who had been in the South returned to Tiree in bad health and 

asked me for a house.  I then by the authority of the Duke granted him the use rent free of a small 

house at Cornaigbeg, but he did not take possession of it.  He left for Glasgow and returned to Tiree in 

the beginning of last Winter, and stayed above Balevulin.  He came to me about 3 months ago and 

again asked me for a house.  -  I 

 

16. 
16. 
Hugh McDiarmid 

 I told him that the house at Cornaigbeg granted him by the Duke was still unoccupied, and that he 

might go there.  -  He said that he did not know about that but that there was a house in Moss which at 

one time was occupied or belonged to his Father or Grandfather, that it was then unoccupied.  -  The 

woman Widow Carmichael who had previously occupied it being absent.  He said that he had been 

advised to take possession of this house.  I warned him that if he acted on such advice he was sure to 

be punished.  He then left me and I  

 

17. 
17. 
Hugh McDiarmid 

I heard nothing more of the matter till the end of April last, when I was informed that McDonald had 

broken the lock which secured the door and had taken forcible possession of the house and has since 

occupied it.  -  I saw him since he entered it and he told me that he had right to the house, and that it 

would take a stronger man than himself to dispossess him.  -    Truth 

 

18. 
19. 
Angus McDonald 

        16 May 1885 

Angus McDonald  Says  I am a Shepherd and reside at Moss in the Island & 

Parish of Tiree   -  Peggy Beaton or Carmichael is the Widow of my wife’s brother Archibald 

Carmichael.  He was a Widower when she married him and he died about 4 years ago. -  They were 

married and lived together about 8 years.  He was living in Moss at the time of the marriage and for  

considerable time before it.  -  Carmichael got permission from Mr. Malcolm McNeill late Inspector of 

Poor to occupy the house.  It had been previously occupied by Donald MacDonald the father  

 

19. 
20. 



Angus McDonald 

father of Hugh MacDonald and it had stood empty for sometime before Carmichael went into it. It was 

then in a ruinous state and Carmichael repaired the Walls and roof and put it into a state of repair 

before it was habitable.   His widow occupied the house since her husband’s death.  She left the 

house and went to the Ross of Mull about a year ago, with the intention of returning.  She left a 

Wooden Bedstead and some chairs in the house.  The Bedding and blankets were taken to my house.  

when she left I was present when she secured the door by means of a Hasp Staple and Padlock   

After she did  
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21. 
Angus McDonald  

did so, she gave me the charge of the key and I have it still in my possession.  There was a piece of 

garden ground attached to the house and last year after she left I sowed it down with Ryegrass and 

clover seed and had the use of it by her permission.  In the middle of April last Hugh MacDonald with 

his wife and son took possession of the house, and now live in it.  They have broken up the garden 

ground and have planted the greater part of it with Potatoes.  He did not ask my permission nor did he 

speak to me before he entered, nor has he done so since.  He could only get into the house 

 

21. 
22. 
Angus McDonald 

house by drawing the staple which secured the lock.  I was not present when he did so.  I had 

occasion to pass the house every day and I saw that till MacDonald entered it that the lock was as the 

woman had left it.  I understand she is to return to Tiree in the course of a week or two.  I had a letter 

from her last week, and she said in it that she was to return to Tiree at the old term of Whitsunday –  
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23. 
Alexander Buchanan 

        Tiree   19 May 1885 

Alexander Buchanan  Says  I am Medical Officer for the Parochial Board of Tiree. – 

The late Malcolm McNeill was Inspector of Poor for the Parish, but he died about 20 years ago.  The 

house at Moss in dispute was occupied by the Father of Hugh McDonald who was a Pauper at the 

time of his death.  Archibald Carmichael  the husband of Widow Carmichael then lived at Ernal in the 

East end of Tiree, his first wife was on the Roll of Paupers and I know that the Inspector of Poor 

McNeill, put him and his [….] wife into the house at Moss which was then standing empty. 

 

23. 
24. 
Alexander Buchanan 



empty.   McDonald the previous occupant having died.   It was a Pauper’s house.  I am aware that the 

man Hugh McDonald who has recently taken possession of it, is a son of the McDonald who died in it 

as stated.   Truth 


