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        Tyree 5th Nov 1870 
Police Report 
   John Kennedy son of and residing with Donald Kennedy Balyvulin Parish and 
Island of Tyree and County of Argyll is charged with the crime of theft in so far as on Wednesday the 
second day of November eighteen hundred and seventy years the said John Kennedy did go in to the 
house of Charles MacLean situate at Hillipol Island and Parish of Tyree aforesaid did open a chest did 
take away ten pence or more of copper coin the property of the said Charles McLean the chest was 
situated in the kitchen there was no lock on the chest there was no lock on the door but drawn over 
and closed 
 Evidence Charles McLean cotter Hillipol says on Wednesday the second day of Nov 1870 
years John Kennedy son of Donald Kennedy Balyvulin came to my house and asked a sixpenceworth 
of tobacco in the name of Archibald McLean Shoemaker Kilmaluag and residing with his father Allan 
McLean Crofter Kilmaluag 
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I knew that he was serving with Allan McLean but doubted that he did not send him for the tobacco  I 
gave him the tobacco and he went away some time after this I had occasion to go out and only went to 
the back of the house and I heard noise as if the door was closing and as there is no person with me 
living in the house I went to see who it was found the said John Kennedy the accused leaving the door 
I went in to the house to see if any thing was taken away and found the chest where I have the goods 
and money with the lid open I concluded that the money was taken away by him I ran after him and 
called him to stop he would not stop I followed him running he turned round and said what do you 
want and said there is your money putting down ten pence in copper coin upon a stone he then ran 
away I followed him for about half a mile and he then stood and asked would I beat if he would wait I 
said I would not  
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he then came to where I was I searched him and did not find any thing in his possession but the 
tobacco which I took from him I returned and found that he did not take any thing away except the few 
pence that he left upon the stone  The door of the house was not locked neither there was any lock on 
the chest 
  The said John Kennedy is about 17 or 18 years of age and not very wise  but he can 
work 
       Duncan Cameron Constable 
 
  Archibald McLean Shoemaker son of Allan McLean crofter Kimaluag says I never sent 
the said John Kennedy for tobacco to Charles McLeans house at Hillipol and had no instructions from 
me 
       Duncan Cameron    
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         Hellipoll 11 Nov: 1870 
Charles MacLean Cottar 
 says 
I live alone in a detached house on the farm of Hellipoll.  My sister lives in a house about 300 yards 
from mine.  Besides it there is no other house with in nearly ½ a mile of my house.  I deal a little in 
groceries and occasionally have a little money beside me.  I keep coppers loose in one end of the 
“shottle” of a trunk which is near my bed.  If I have silver money I put it in a purse and place it in the 
other end of the shottle.  
 I know the accused John Kennedy.  He is considered to be “simple”. – 
 On Wednesday 2 Nov: 1870 Kennedy 
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Kennedy came to my house and asked for 6d worth of tobacco on credit for Charles MacLean 
Kilmaluaig.  I gave him the tobacco and he left. - 
 A short time afterwards I had occasion to go out I did not go far from the house.  In a few 
minutes I heard the noise of the door shutting.  I went immediately towards the house and saw the 
accused turning the corner quickly I went into the house and saw that things were not as I left them  I 
then ran after the accused and followed him for about a quarter of a mile when he turned round ~ 
 
 
Paper 1870 – 41007 
round and placing something on a stone called to me “Theres your money.”  I did not stop but followed 
on.  Twice after this accused stopped bent down and seemed to take something out of his pocket and 
hide it. I was so anxious to catch him that I did not wait to look if he hid anything.  When accused saw I 
was not likely to stop he waited till I came up to him.  I searched him but could find nothing on him 
belonging to me but the tobacco I had given him for McLean which I took from him.  I then let him go 
and went towards home. On my  ~~ 
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my way I went to the stone where the accused had left the money and found 10d pence in copper 
which I took with me.  When I got home I examined my trunk but could not find that anything had been 
disturbed except the money.  The coppers were scattered all over the shottle and the purse with the 
silver was not where I had left it.  I cannot say whether any more of the copper or any of the silver was 
taken away.  I counted my money that morning but I got some after that and before the accused came 
in.  The trunk was closed but not locked ~~ 
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locked.  The door of the house was shut but it was not locked either.  There was no one in my sisters 
house at the time and so far as I could see no other person was in the neighbourhood but accused.  
 
 
Paper 1870 – 41010 
        Kilmaluaig 11 Nov: 1870 
Archibald MacLean 
 says 
I  know the accused. – 
I did not send him on Wednesday 2 Nov: 1870 nor at any other time to get tobacco for me on credit 
from Charles MacLean Hellipoll. – 
 
 
  
 


