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Crown Agent 
Niel McIntyres death 

----- 

No Proceedings 
 
 
(3) 
Death of Neil McIntyre 

        Crown Office 

        Edinburgh 31 Jany 1863 

Sir, 

 I return this case, Crown Counsel being of opinion that there should be no proceedings.   The 

Schedule for the Registrar is revised. 

   I am, Sir, 

      Your mo ob Sert 

    Robert Chapman 

      For the Crown Agent 

The Procurator Fiscal 

 Tobermory  
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Medical Report 



as to death 
of 

Niel Macintyre 
                   1863 
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    Case of Neil McIntyre 

     Knockvolagain 

      Ross of Mull 

I hereby certify that on the 4th day of January 1863 I saw and examined the body of Neil McIntyre 

apparently forty-five years of age and residing for a number of years past at Knockvolagain in the 

Ross of Mull.  I saw the deceased about twelve hours after death and was easily identified :  the 

surface of the body was cold and pallid, the countenance placid and no external marks of violence or 

the presence of rigidity or cadaverous spasm could be discovered.  On examining the lungs on both 

sides by percussion nothing but the usual normal sounds could be elicited.  From reliable collateral 

evidence I am led to believe that the deceased had frequent attacks of palpitation and irregularity of 

the hearts action for some time prior to his death ; and that the circumstances of his case especially 

the symptoms observed at the time of his death, such as, Sudden pain, breathlessness, inability to 

articulate, collapse, cold extremities and death, unquestionably indicated Disease of the Heart. 

     Given on soul and conscience at Bunessan on this the 19th 

     day of Jany, 1863 by  

       John McNab M.D.. L.R.C.S.E.  
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Police Report 

Death of 

Niel Macintyre 

3 January 1863 

Reported 
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Report        Bunessan 5th Jnaury 1863 

Neil McIntyre son of and residing with Duncan McIntyre a Farmer and residing at Knockvolagan in the 

united Parish of Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon in the Island of Mull in the shire of Argyll Died very sudden 

within his Father’s house at said Knockvolagan on the evening Saturday 3 inst. about 9 P.M. 

       John McFarlane 

        Constable 

Evidence 

 John McFarlane Ploughman to Duncan McIntyre or his son Nicol McIntyre Farmers residing at 

Knockvolagan and residing at said Knockvolagan in the united Parish of Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon [sic] 

who says I am about 30 years of age. On Saturday last the now Deceased Neil McIntyre was in his 



usual health he was working the most of the day in making Drains In the evening Deceased took his 

Dinner as usual and after dinner he went to the Barn to work with me  We wrought there till about 8 

P.M. then we went to feed the Cattle and we fed them and after that he went from the office houses 

into the dwelling house and dropped down and  Immediately expired. 

 

Dr. John McNap [sic] and residing at Bunessan Compeared and says I have been at Knockvolagan on 

Sabbath last and saw the deceased and from the appearance Deceased presented & from what I 

have been told regarding the Deceased health on the Saturday he Died I have no hesitation in giving a 

Certificate that Decease of the Heart was the cause of Death –  
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Unto the Honourable the Sheriff of Argyllshire, or his 

Substitute, The Petition of William Sproat, Writer in 

Tobermory, Procurator Fiscal of Court for the Public 

Interest 

Humbly Sheweth, 

  That the Petitioner has received information that upon the third day of January eighteen 

hundred and Sixty three years Neil Macintyre, son of and residing with Duncan Macintyre, Farmer, 

residing at Knockvologan, in the United Parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon, Island of Mull and County 

of Argyll, died suddenly within the dwelling house of the said Duncan Macintyre, he having a short 

time previously been seen alive and in apparent ~~ 

 

(11) 
apparent good health.  -  That the circumstances attending the said death are unexplained, and it is 

necessary to meet the ends of justice, that the cause of death be ascertained : 

    May it therefore please your Lordship to grant Warrant to officers of 

Court and assistants to exhume the body of the said Neil Macintyre, if interred, and to grant warrant to 

one or more duly qualified Medical Practitioners to dissect the same, And also to grant Warrant to cite 

Witnesses in common form or to do farther and otherways in the premises as to your Lordship shall 

seem proper  ~ 

      Will. Sproat P.F. 

Tobermory  

9th January 1863 

 Tobermory 9th January 1863  Grants Warrant as craved - Wm Robertson S.S.   
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No 1. 

Precognition of witnesses 

death of 

Niel Mac Intyre 

                         1863 

Tobermory  – Argyll 

 

(14) 
1        17 January 1863 

Compeared Janet Maci…ain or Mac Intyre wife of Donald Macintyre, residing at Ardallanish, in the 

United Parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon Island of Mull, Argyllshire  -  50 years of age, who says, 

 I resided at Knockvolagain, for seven weeks prior to Saturday last the 10th January  -  I knew 

the deceased Neil Macintyre (who was my brother in ~~ 

 

(15) 
2 

in law) for a number of years past. -  during the last four or five years, he occasionally complained of a 

pain on the left side, and of a difficulty in breathing, but, he was able to attend to his usual work, and 

was not confined to bed, so far as I am aware. 

 On the morning of 

     Saturday the 3rd January 1863, 

the deceased went out to his work as usual -  He returned to breakfast, went to work again and then 

returned to dinner. -  After dinner he went out and wrought in the barn.  He came in to tea at 8 o'clock, 

P.M. apparently quite well :  After tea, he went out, and was not absent more than ten minutes, when 

he returned. I noticed that he was staggering when he came into the room, and I saw at once that 

there was something wrong with him :  He sat on a chair close by the window. I ~~ 
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I then said “What is wrong, Niel?”  He answered, “I can get no breath.” -  I went to the next room for 

some brandy. -  I immediately returned to where Niel was, and found him sitting on his father’s bed  -  I 

said, “Where is your pain, Niel?” -  He answered “~ I have no pain, but I can get no breath” -  I got a 

pail of warm water, and, with the assistance of Marian Macdonald and of the house servants, I bathed 

his feet in the water ; we then attempted to put on a pair of stockings, and when in the act of doing so, 

he sprung off the bed to a chair, stretched out his feet -  never spoke, and in a minute or so, expired  -  



I then felt his pulse and temples but felt no motion  -  I saw that he was dead -  this was at half past 

eight o'clock P.M: - Not more than ten minutes lapsed between his coming into the house and his ~~ 
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his death  -  Truth 
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        17 January 1863 

Marian Macdonald, House Servant to Nicol Macintyre, Tacksman of Knockvaulagain, Parish and Shire 

aforesaid -  30 years of age, who says, I am four years in the service of Nicol Macintyre, and during 

that period, I was well acquainted with the late Niel Macintyre. -  I am aware that he sometimes 

complained of a pain on the left side and of a difficulty in breathing. -  About a month previous to his 

death, he told me that this would be the death of him -  I never knew of him being confined to bed by 

illness. ~ 

 I recollect on  

    Saturday 3d January 1863 

the deceased went out to his work as usual in the morning. -  He attended his diets regular that day. -  

He took Tea at 8 o'clock P.M., and went out shortly afterwards to feed the 
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the cattle :  He had been out but a very short time, when he returned and came into the sitting room :  

when I went into the room he was sitting on his fathers bed. -  He complaining of a difficulty in 

breathing.  I, along with Mrs Donald Macintyre got a pail of warm water and bathed his feet. after that, 

we attempted to put on a pair of Stockings, and when we were in the act of doing so,  he sprung off 

the bed to a chair, stretched out his legs and in about a minute thereafter he expired. -  This happened 

about ½ past 8 P.M. 

 When I went into the room at first, I suggested that Dr. Macnab, Bunessan, should be sent for, 

but he shook his head and said it was of no use to send for him ~  Truth 

 

(20) 
7      17 January 1863 

Compeared John Macfarlane, Ploughman to Nicol Macintyre, Tacksman of Knockvaulagain, Parish 

and Shire aforesaid  -  30 years of age, who says, 

I am three years in service with Nicol Macintyre, Tacksman of Knockvaulagain and knew the 

deceased Niel Macintyre for a good many years past :  during the last five or six years, he had been 

occasionally complaining of a pain on his left side, accompanied by a difficulty in breathing, but I am 



not aware of his having been confined to bed from the effects thereof. -  He was always able to attend 

to his work.  ~ 

  On   Saturday 3d January 1863 

he wrought at his work as usual and seemed to be in ordinary good health :  He went to tea, about 8 

o'clock P.M., and shortly after tea, he went out 
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out to feed the cattle, but returned to the house in a very short time  ~ 

 After coming in, it was observed that there was something wrong with him : I was sent for and 

when I went in, I found him sitting on the bed and two of the women bathing his feet in warm water. 

After bathing his feet, they attempted to put on a pair of stockings and while in the act of doing so he 

started up and sat upon a chair close by the fireside ; in a minute or so afterwards he expired. ~ 

 He was buried on Thursday the 8th day of January in Kilvickeon Church Yard  -  Truth  -  
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       17 January 1863 

Compeared Archibald Macintyre, a shepherd to Nicol Macintyre, Tacksman of Knockvaulagain, Parish 

and Shire aforesaid -  37 years of age  -  who says 

 I have known the deceased Niel Macintyre for the last 12 years, during which period I have 

been in the service of the family :  I remember, about 6 years ago of ferrying cattle to an adjacent 

Island, called “Calman” Island, along with the deceased  -   in a struggle with one of the cattle, the 

deceased fell on a rock, and got a bruise on the left side ; he said at the time that he was afraid some 

of his ribs were broken, and he sometimes complained afterwards of a pain on the left side, and of a 

difficulty in breathing. 

  On  Saturday 3d January  1863,  

deceased ~ 
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deceased was out at his work as usual :  He went to tea about 8 o'clock P.M. shortly after tea, he went 

out to feed the cattle, but returned to the house shortly afterwards  -  I was called upon to go to the 

house between half past 8, and 9 o'clock P.M. but when I went into the room, I saw that he was 

dead.~  Truth  ~ 
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       17 January 1863 



Compeared Nicol Macintyre, Tacksman of and residing at Knockvaulagain,Parish and Shire aforesaid  

-  59 years of age, who says, 

 The deceased Niel Macintyre was my brother, and was about 50 years of age. -  About six 

years ago, while engaged ferrying Heifers to an adjacent Island called “Calman Island” he had a 

struggle with one of them and fell on a rock : -  Since then, he complained often of a pain on the left 

side, accompanied by a difficulty in breathing. 

 On the day of his death, I was on the Island of Tyree, and did not return till Wednesday the 7 th 

January.  ~ 

 He was buried in Kilvickeon Church Yard on Thursday 8th January 1863  -  Truth.  ~ 
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        17 January 1863 

Compeared John Macnab, M.D. residing in Bunessan, Parish and Shire aforesaid, who says, 

 I knew the deceased Niel Macintyre for nearly 4 years back, but I was never called upon to 

attend him professionally. 

 On Sunday morning the 4th January 1863, I was called upon to attend Mr Duncan Macintyre, 

the father of the deceased, who had been ill for some time past ; When I arrived, I found that Niel had 

died suddenly on the Saturday evening previous, - I made a post mortem examination of the body  -  

made a report of the same, and I am of opinion that the deceased died of organic disease of the heart  

~  Truth ~ 
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