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Police Report 
       Bunessan 1 March 1862 
Allan McFarlane a Labourer now or lately residing at or near Kentra Creich or now or lately residing at 
North Bay Ardfinaig in the united Parish of Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon in the Island of Mull in the Shire of 
Argyll and Hugh McLean Part Owner of and Sailor on Board the Schooner Mary of Greenock and now 
or lately residing at Said North Bay Ardfinaig in the Said united Parish Island and Shire Are Charged 
for the Crime of Breach of Peace in so far as on the 20 day of February 1862 the Said Allan 
McFarlane and Hugh McLean Did Wickedly and Feloniously at or near a Crane Situated at the Said 
North Bay Ardfinaig Granite Quarry in the Said united Parish Island and Shire Quarrel did Struggle 
violently with each other did tumble and Strucke each other did cut each other to the effusion of blood 
and did create noise and disturbance by all which or part thereof the Public Peace was broken and 
disturbed All in the united Parish aforesaid in the Island of Mull in the Shire of Argyll  
       John MacFarlane 
        Constable 
Evidence 
John McInnis Son of and now or lately residing with Allan McInnis Preventive Officer and residing at 
Bunessan or now or lately residing at North Bay Ardfinaig in the united Parish of Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon who says I am about 19 years of age on a Thursday about 10 days ago I being working as 
a Labourer in the North Bay Ardfinaig Granite Quarry at the big crane at the end next to the said 
Quarry of the decline to the quay along with the accused Allan McFarlane and others dragging a large 
Stone from the far end of the Quarry The Schooner Mary was at the quay in the Said North Bay that 
day getting in a cargo of Stone for the Greenock Docks Malcolm McKinnon and  
 
 
(3) 
the accused Hugh McLean they being Two of the crew of the Said Schooner came up to the Quarry 
the Said Malcolm McKinnon began to say that I was saying that I could or would thrash any of the 
apprentices in the Quarry and as I did not ever say anything of the Sort I told him to hold his tongue or 
some words to that effect  I do not know what reason had he to say said words about me the accused 
Allan McFarlane was working at the crane at the side opposite to me and he spoke saying never mind 
what the Tyree people say because they would pick up an egg altho it would be in the mouth of a dog 
and Immediately after that the accused Hugh McLean caught a hold of Allan McFarlane and put him 
down on the Stones there the Two were Struggling with each other after a little Allan got up and he 
tumbled Hugh McLean then I saw Malcolm McKinnon dragging them from the crane over a bit I saw 
them Stricking each other with their fists I saw a Slight Scratch on Hugh McLean s face and Allan 
McFarlane s nose bled they were making some noise and they made some disturbance too they were 
not long fighting and Struggling together at the time Hugh McLean caught a hold of the accused Allan 



McFarlane first at the crane we were hauling at a large Stone from the back end of the Quarry and the 
chain was tight pulled in and they all left their posts at the crane but me and I could not bear against 
the weight of the chain and I cried out for some one to attend to the crane or I would be oblidged to 
take off my handle no person came I took off the handle the weight of the chain was making the Barrel 
of the crane revolve at a tremendous speed untill I got a peice of wood put in between the wheels and 
got it stoped. 
 
Hector McEachern Labourer now or lately residing at or near Ardtun or now or lately at or near 
Ardfinaig North Bay in the united Parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon who says I am about 40 years of 
age & was working at the Crane along with the accused Allan McEachern on Thursday the 20 Ult. 
when Malcolm McKinnon  
 
 
(4) 
and the accused Hugh McLean the people of the Schooner Mary came up to the Quarry I  heard 
Malcolm McKinnon Saying that John McInnis had been Saying that he could thrash any of the 
apprentices in the Quarry and John McInnis rebuked him for being saying so and the accused Allan 
McFarlane Said never mind what the Tyree men Say for they would pick up an egg altho it would be in 
the mouth of a dog and it seems to me that the accused Hugh McLean took ill what the accused Allan 
McFarlane said for he made at him Immediately to get a hold of him I am of opinion the whole affair 
commenced through fun but it ended in earnest it was Hugh McLean that caught a hold of Allan feet 
and he put him down Allan Struggled and got up and he tumbled Hugh McLean the Two were 
Struggling they got up Allan caught Hugh by the hair of the head and pulled his face down and with 
the other hand gave him Some blows about the face I saw Hugh Stricking Allan also about the face. 
     Great many if not the whole of the workes were a little disturbed 
they have not done much injury to themselves they did not continue very long fighting and Struggling 
with each other  I saw I think some blood on both parties. 
 
Donald McGillivray a Labourer and now or lately residing at Choillenagobhair or now or lately residing 
at North Bay Ardfinaig in the united Parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon Compeared and 
Corrobborated the Statement  made by the previous witnesses except the very commencement of the 
Squable &c  
  
Remarks by Constable I would wish to hear what Malcolm McKinnon would have to say about the 
matter but the Schooner was off before I returned home from Tobermory  
 
 


