
 

 

IN MEMORY OF: 
 

 
 

Ian Mackinnon 
 

Born: 1887-Feb-26  Argyllshire, Scotland 

Died: 1916-Oct-8  near Vimy, France 

Captain, 43rd Battalion (Cameron Highlanders of Canada) 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 
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Ian Mackinnon was born in Argyllshire, Scotland on 26th February 1887. 

His actual place of birth has not been verified, but it was probably on the island of Tiree, in the 
Inner Hebrides, where his family originated and where he is commemorated on a gravestone (see 
below). 

Not much is known about his early life, but he studied for the ministry at the Glasgow Church 
College, now part of the University of Glasgow, where he joined the Cadet Officer’s Training Corp. 

He later emigrated to Canada, and was thought by his family to have lived in the Province of 
Alberta. 

On 18th May 1915, he enlisted in Winnipeg, Manitoba, to serve in the Canadian Army during World 
War 1. 

He was assigned to the 43rd Battalion (Cameron Highlanders of Canada), which was part of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF), initially as a Lieutenant, and was later promoted to the rank 
of Captain. 

His enlistment papers (Canadian Attestation Paper, see below) show him as being ‘single’,  his 
trade as ‘Minister’, and his next of kin is listed as ‘Mother, Catherine McKinnon’ of Scotland (note 
that his military documents variously spell his name as Mackinnon, MacKinnon and McKinnon). 

His unit embarked from Canada on 1st June 1915. On arrival in France, he was attached to the 
9th Company, Canadian Machine Gun Corps, as acting Officer-in-Charge. 

The 43rd Battalion fought in the Battle of Ancre Heights, which took place near to the village of 
Courcelette in northern France, during which one of the objectives was the capture of a German 
defensive trench, named by the Canadian troops as the Regina Trench. 

The Canadians advanced before first light on the morning of 8th October 1916, and suffered 
enormous casualties.  Ian Mackinnon died that day, along with 770 other Canadians, out of a total 
of 1,100 from his Battalion. 

On the night of Ian Mackinnon’s death on the battlefield, his nephew, Archibald Mackinnon 
Johnstone (1899-1996), who was at home in Scotland, reported having had a dream in which he 
saw his uncle Ian shot by a German sniper.  He had called out to warn him.  When he told his 
mother, Mary Flora (1870-1943), the following day, she immediately went into mourning for her 
brother, as being an islander she believed in the ‘second sight’.  It was some days later that his 
mother met Archie at the railway station on the way home from school to tell him that his uncle 
Ian had indeed been killed in the war.  Archie felt quite faint as he himself had thought it had just 
been a dream.  They later found out that Ian Mackinnon had indeed been killed by a sniper. 
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Captain Ian Mackinnon’s burial site is unknown. 

Near to where he died, in the farm-land outside the French village of Courcelette, are several large 
WW1 Cemeteries administered by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, and it is possible 
that his grave is in one of those cemeteries. 

In particular, there are two Canadian cemeteries located in the immediate vicinity of the Regina 
Trench: 

1. Regina Trench Cemetery, about 1.5 km NW of Courcelette, which contains 2,279 graves of 
Canadian soldiers, of which 47% are graves of an ‘Unknown Soldier’. 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-a-
cemetery/cemetery/23000/REGINA%20TRENCH%20CEMETERY,%20GRANDCOURT 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-599BZq_cY  
GPS: N 50.06661°, E 2.72856° 
 

2. Adanac Military Cemetery, about 2 km N of Courcelette, which contains 3,186 graves of 
Canadian soldiers, of which 54% are graves of an ‘Unknown Soldier’. 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/18300/adanac-military-cemetery,-
miraumont/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNVC6TOqKwE  
GPS: N 50.07407°, E 2.74356 

 

Although he has no known grave, Ian Mackinnon’s name is memorialised in three locations: 

1. Vimy Canadian Memorial, which is about 35 km N of the village of Courcelette, 
commemorates the 11,242 soldiers of the Canadian Expeditionary Force killed during the 
First World War in France and who have no known grave. 

Captain Ian Mackinnon’s name is engraved on the Vimy Memorial (see top-left of image), 
and his name is inscribed on Page 128 of the Book of Remembrance which is kept at the 
site: 

 

 

https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-cemeteries-and-memorials/87900/vimy-memorial 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmMf-5PP8DY 
GPS: N 50.37945°, E  2.77368°  
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2. Kirkapol Cemetery, Tiree, Scotland 

Ian Mackinnon’s family is commemorated in the Kirkapol cemetery, and their headstone is 
engraved: 

In Loving Memory of 

ARCHIBALD MACKINNON 
died 15th July 1900, aged 66 years. 

 
His wife CATHERINE MACPHAIL 

died 29th Nov 1916, aged 65 years. 
 

Their son CAPTAIN IAN MACKINNON 
killed in action in France 

8th October 1916 aged 29 years. 
 

Also their daughter 
MARGARET, MRS MACCRINDLE 

Died at Balsaggart Ayrshire 1st Feb 1929. 
 

Their daughter CATHERINE 
died at Vaul 1st Feb 1959, aged 86 years 

 

 

http://www.tireegraves.org.uk/gravestone/kg-100/ 
GPS: N 56.52391°, W 6.81002° 

 

3. The Scottish Military Research Group - Commemorations Project: Names and photographs 
of 22 theologians of Glasgow Church College (later Trinity College, and later Faculty of 
Divinity, Glasgow University) who died ‘For Their Country’ in the ‘Great War’  1914-1919: 

http://warmemscot.s4.bizhat.com/warmemscot-ftopic9048.html (see 6th blog-entry dated 
Sun Feb 15, 2015 8:36 pm); 6th name listed is Captain Ian Mackinnon. 

This blog suggests that the framed photographs were at one time displayed at Trinity 
College.  It is not known whether the display was later transferred to Glasgow University. 
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OTHER RESOURCES 

 Library & Archives Canada - Personnel Records of the First World War -Digitized File B7003-
S008 (36-pages): LT Ian Mackinnon 

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-
records/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=166577  

Excepted from that Record are pages 1 & 2 of Ian Mackinnon’s Attestation Paper (Canadian 
Overseas Expeditionary Force) signed in Winnipeg on 1915-May-18: 
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Reverse side of Attestation Paper:  
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 Canadian Virtual War Memorial: In memory of Captain Ian MacKinnon 

http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-
memorial/detail/1571283 

Excepted from that website is this newspaper article, reporting on Ian McKinnon’s death 
(1916-Oct-21 edition of The Winnipeg Evening Tribune, p.5): 

 

 

 

 

 

x-x-x-x-x-x 

 

NOTE: This short commemoration assembled by Ian Mackinnon’s great-niece: 

Jilly Watson (née Jill Mackinnon Johnstone), Vancouver, Canada - December 2017 


