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LINK WITH THE CRIMEAN WAR

PIPE-MAJOR JOHN MACDONALD
A Native of Tiree

Tris rierure suows Pive-Mator MaCpoNALD
in the uniform which he wore in the service
of the Marquis of Lorne (later Duke of
Argyll and uncle of the present holder of
the Dukedom) while the Marquis  was
Governor General of Canada,

Pipe-Major Macdonald was for over 20
sears attached to  the 7ond  Hihlanders
(Seaforths) aud saw service in both  the
Crimean War and the Indian Muiiny. At
the battle of Sehastopal the Pipe-iajor of
the Battalion was Killod and Joln Macdonald,
who was then Pipe-Sergeant, was promoted
to the position of Pipe-Majer.

When a rifle bullet passed through the
bag of his own pipes he at once tock posses-
sion of the set of the Battalion Proe-Major
who was then lyving dead on the field of
battle, and played in frunt of the members
of the Battalion as they marched up the
heights of Sebastopol.

On severing his connection with  the
Seaforths he was for five years Pipe-Major
on tho Militin stafl at Stirling Cassle.

After leaving the service of the Marquis
of Lorne he returned to his native island of
Tirce where he spent the remaining yoars
of his life. He passed away at Tirco in 1894,

Composcr of Pinc Tunes

Pipe-Major Macdonald,! who in the early
days of his army career wirg o pup:l of John
Mackonzie, piper to the Mrequzs o Sriaddal
bane at Blackmount, composed 2 numhber of
well.known pipe tunes. These, it is under-
stood include ¢ MacDouald (Gloing to the
War,”? ¢ Duke of Roxburgh's Far
Blackmount,” « 72nd Highlinders Iarewell
to [dinburgh.” and the © 70Lh's Farewell to
Gibraltar.”

1t is inleresting to note thab Rov. D H.
Maedonald. Hylipnl, Tivee, is the youngoer
won of this famous piper. Mr P tee Mac-
donald, the elder son, has heen for many
yvears in New Zioaland.
Antipodes as o yvoung il in the capacily
of piper te Sir Donglas MaclLean who was
the owner of Marackakko. one of ine largest
sheop stations in the North lsland

The set of pipes seen in the pi b was
won by John A edonald ol the elase of the
Crimean e lgn in » competiticn open to
ihe pipers of the Hichland Brigade.  These

pipes are now in the possession of Ay Peter

Macdonald.

Yo went ent bo the

— e b



