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700 THE CITY OF GLASGOW COMM?1

The new voluntary organisations, such as the Glasgow and West filt cach child four times a ye
Scotland Branch of the Scottish Epilepsy Association, are encouragi | goled to undertake an annual i
the handicapped to join so that they can participate directly in (| In spite of the declared. polic
promotion of schemes for their own welfare. The clubs which ha ! #nt the concentration of pauper
been started enable the handicapped to meet regularly with othgjs on did in fact take place as t
suffering from similar disabilities for educative, recreational, and oce pelnl and economic difficulties «
pational activities. umber of children in care. In !

The Glasgow Branch of the British Red Cross . Society has alj il Lo report that in one norther
extended its work since the war. Now in addition to the casewol i he local school were Glasgc
service which it has provided for so long for the benefit of disablg ; By the end of the Second W
ex-service men and women the local branch has started a club Al other local authorities, had
disabled old folk; a therapeutic treatment centre for psycho-neurol Jepurtment, the city already had
and orthopadic cases and diversional work in hospitals for long-tin gpulation of fitting its children
cases. The Society also has a guide and escort service for those wli Mover(heless there have been ct
have to take long journeys by land, sea or air to undergo hospill i

Elhblished.
treatment, and maintains a loan depot of medical equipment. Since 1948 there has been a
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Children Deprived of a Normal Home

From the time that Hutchesons’ Hospital was founded in 1639 |
has been recognised in Glasgow that children who have been deprivai
of a normal home and parental guidance need special care and provl
sion. The early records of the Town Hospital or Poorhouse show coij
siderable expenditure on child welfare during the eighteenth cenlury
including items for boarding out of pauper children. Traditionally
Glasgow public has expressed its sense of responsibility for logi
children by the provision of municipal services and by voluntary actioli

The"Poor Law Amendment Act in 1845 placed the responsibilllry
for pauper children on the Parochial Boards, and the problem of theéli
care became one of increasing -dimensions as the population of (Jjg
parishes increased. The creation in 1853 of a Children’s Committee by
the Parochial Board of the City Parish did not result in any sudiei
change of policy towards pauper children as it was already customafy
to board them out. The Committee did however evolve a policy Il
relation to boarding out, the two main features of which were first Ihug

L

the number of children sent to any one home or community should |
limited so that the children could be more easily assimilated o
pauperisation minimised: and second that the children should Di
boarded out in rural areas, as it was believed that “ country air wol
benefit their health, and the thrifty habits of the cottars would help
reform their morals.” The records for the year 1875 show that conside
able progress had been made in implementing this policy. By ()
year the majority of the children were boarded out, at the rate of i
more than two in any one home. The rural policy was also consistent
carried out, so much so, indeed, that their supervision in the remg
parts of Scotland became a time-consuming business. By 1875 (he

was a special inspector for boarded-out children who was instructed (i £l number of cases in care and un

in 1950 to 2,545 in 1955. See Apj
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better chance of full development than has the child who has had to |
separated from his parents because of their incompetence. This poli
of prevention does inevitably require generous staffing since very clogi:
supervision may have to be maintained over a long period, but it mugl
be remembered that the annual salary of an additional qualified oll

who can give home supervision to more than four children per annu
is less than the cost of taking four children into care for a year.

Apart from the special work of the Children’s Department, |l
Health and Welfare Department through its maternity and child wels
fare visitors is in touch with every home in which there are younj
children. Much of the health visitor’s time is devoted to the lef
efficient mothers. The Education Department through its school wals
fare officers and school attendance officers is in touch with many af
the emotionally and spiritually poorer homes in which breakdown l§
liable to take place.

The Church of Scotland Social Service Department, The Salvaliof
Army, and the Roman Catholic Church all provide residential carc [0f
orphans, deserted children and the children of unmarried mothers wlii
are unable to maintain their offspring. The Lochburn Home, Ilid
National Vigilance Home in Renfrew Street and the Women’s Iljj
Committee Hostel all take older girls who are unready or unfit h¥
reason of age or personality to live in lodgings on their own. Eas(purk
Home for Infirm Children makes a very important provision [
children who because they are suffering from long-term or chrofilé
disability cannot stay at home.

In Glasgow, as in other cities in Scotland, the Royal Scottish Socisl¥
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children is untiring in its efforty
improve the standard of the less satisfactory homes and to proledi
children from ill-treatment and neglect. At the time of writing (1954
this Society has just appointed women officers in Glasgow whosc work
will be with the less competent mothers, whose failure is so frequen(l¥
due not to the absence of strong affection for their children but fi
frustration, tiredness or lack of common sense. :

When a child is deprived of a normal home he is subjecled |}
emotional tensions with which he may be unable to deal alone and lig
may require psychological or psychiatric treatment. The Glaspow
Education Authority has its own child guidance clinics, which |
available for the treatment of children from normal homes as well
of those whose family life has broken down. In addition there is {
voluntary child guidance clinic established by the late Sister Ma
Hilda of the Order of Notre Dame. The Notre Dame Child Guiduné;
Clinic, in which play therapy was pioneered, is open to children of il
denominations and is staffed by psychiatrists, psychologists, psychiuh{
social - workers, a family case worker, speech and play therapl
and a remedial teacher. In this clinic the treatment is based on |
assumption that the child is not only * an individual but also a menil
of a family group and of wider communities at school or in leisui
This approach is of very special value to the deprived child who |
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'l)uilmp a substitute for the family group which has disintegrated
gluind him.

~ All this effort, statutory and voluntary, requires co-ordination. In
lisgow, the Children’s Officer has been appointed Co-ordinating
flicer and in addition to personal contact between the different
(irkers he arranges periodic meetings for representatives of all the
ipartments and voluntary organisations concerned with child care.
{ (hese meetings matters of general importance and of policy are
fcussed. In the final count however co-ordination depends onthe
iework co-operation of the workers who are in actual touch with the
illdren and their families. It is a personal matter for the officers
jilcerned rather than one of administrative machinery. 1t demands
iNuiderable freedom of action for the caseworkers rather than depart-
\lnl directives so that by confidential discussion of individual cases
gommon policy can be agreed in every case which is on the books
ore than one department.
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Young People

Youth Work in Glasgow has a long tradition and many of the older
ganisations have strong links with the Churches or with the Missions.
oI example the Glasgow Foundry Boys Religions Society was founded
| 1865 “to promote the religious, educational and social welfare of
il und girls employed in all descriptions of labour throughout the
iy,” 'The purpose of this youth work was constructive and the early
%‘{]UH\ workers, like their successors -of the present day, strove by
figins of the recreational activities which they provided to educate for
iponsible citizenship and a realisation of spiritual values.
An organisation which exemplifies this attitude towards youth
ilk is the Boys’ Brigade, whose founder, William A. Smith, came to
o in Glasgow in 1869 and started his Young Men’s Society as a
liiduy school attached to the North Woodside Road Mission.t
Villlam Smith was the son .of a soldier. He joined the Lanarkshire
ijffe Volunteers soon after his arrival in Glasgow and he had a pro-
iiind admiration for considerate discipline.
The Boys of the North Woodside Road area were “tough” and
ilih discovered that “much of the time which should have been given
fi lonching was wasted in efforts to secure order and attention.” Smith
fillerstood his boys and recognised that they were full of energy for
leh the Woodside Road district provided insufficient outlets. He
red, is open to children of ,rcf ore set himse},f to solve“the problem ‘of diFecting this energy “ into
rists, psychologists, psychiar| ie right chann@ls so that “the boys will enjoy themselves far more
liin when running wild; and instead of becoming hooligans and loafers

speech and play therapisie B . . .
he treatment isp szed» onl (\I': will gain manhncs§; and more than that, they may be led to the
vice of their Master.”
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