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Hianais 

 

1. Of all the sea-captains Tiree produced, the most illustrious was undoubtedly Donald 

MacKinnon (Dòmhnall ’Ic Nèill ’ic Dhòmhnaill Ruaidh) of Heanish. 

Donald MacKinnon was born in Heanish in 1826, one of a family of five boys and three girls.  The 

youngest son was accidentally killed while out duck-shooting when the old fowling piece he was using 

exploded.  The four remaining sons all made their mark in the world – three as sea-captains, and one 

as a doctor to the Royal Court in Belgium.  Angus was master of the clipper ship ‘Ellen Rodger’.  

Donald rose to command at an early age in the timber drogher plying between Greenock and 

Quebec in the barque ‘Jane Brown.’  For this feat he was presented with a gold watch by Provost 

Pattison, the owner. 

 

He became Master of the China Tea Clipper ‘Taeping’ from 1864 to 1867 inclusive.  The 1866 Race 

won by the ‘Taeping’ was considered the greatest race of all in that after sixteen thousand miles and 

ninety-nine days’ sailing home from China, three of the original number of clippers departing docked 

in London within hours of each other.  The ‘Taeping’ docked only thirty minutes before the ‘ Ariel’ 

which was followed by ‘Serica’ a farther one hour and twenty minutes later.  Had the prize been 

awarded for the fastest home with the new season’s tea, Donald MacKinnon would have been the 

recipient in 1865 also.  In that year he had driven the ‘Taeping’ home in the fastest time but did not 

win the prize as he had been some weeks behind the other clippers leaving Foo Chow Foo.  Sadly, 

Donald MacKinnon died outward bound for China in 1867.  The ‘Taeping’ met her end on 26
th

 

September 1872 when she was wrecked on Ladd’s Reef in the China Sea on passage from Amoy to 

New York with a cargo of tea.  Fortunately, no lives were lost in the stranding.  Donald MacKinnon 

was given a piece of ground in Heanish called ‘A Chrannaig’ for winning the 1866 Tea Race. 

 

His sister Flora married John MacDonald (Iain MacColla.)  Their daughter, Neilina, married Robert 

Nisbet (Master Mariner) from Ardnamurchan and this couple had five children – Robert (Crofter), 

Alasdair (Vet) and Flora, Catherine and Joanna, all teachers.  Robert and Joanna still live in Heanish, 

Catherine (Mrs. Mure) visits the family home frequently as does her son Kenneth Mure, Advocate. 

 

Also related to Captain Donald MacKinnon and living on Tiree are Donald MacKinnon, Sandaig, 

whose patronymic is Dòmhnall Iain Alasdair Dhòmhnaill ’ic Iain ’ic Dhomhnaill Ruaidh, and his 

sister Flora, Mrs Lachlan MacLean, Druimfraoich, Kenovay. 

 

2. This profile of another of the MacKinnon families of Heanish, the forebears of Miss Margaret 

MacKinnon, Braeside, has been made possible because of her generosity in giving me access to the 

family papers. 

 

Hugh MacKinnon (Eoghan a’ Bhaile) b. 1725, had a son also Hugh (Eoghan Òg).  Eoghan Òg (b. 

1750) had two sons Donald and Alex, and a daughter Peggy. 

Alex had six of a family – Margaret who married a MacCorquodale from North Uist, Hector 1833-

1914 who married Christina MacDonald, Malcolm 1826-1910 who married Anne Lamont 1923 – 

1911, Hugh (Eoghan a’ Phacaid) 1823 – 1902, father of Archibald, the Scarinish Ferryman and of 

Master Mariners John and Coll, John who moved to Iona, father of Master Mariner George and lastly 

a daughter, name unknown. 
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Malcolm and his wife Anne Lamont had seven of a family – Margaret 1874-1909 who married 

Charles Lamont (Tearlach an Taillear ) Ruaig, Hector (Eachann Ruadh) 1869 – 1958, Duncan 

(Donnchadh Bàn) 1865 – 1940, Alexander (Alasdair MacCaluim) 1863-1941 who emigrated to New 

Zealand where he gained a Master Mariner’s Certficate in Wellington in 1891 and who when he 

retired came back to Tiree, Donald 1863- ? who may have gone to Chile, Flora 1863- 1876 and 

Marion 1876 – 1919 who married James MacDougall. 

 

Duncan MacKinnon (Donnachadh Bàn) 1865-1940 married Mary Flora Lamont.  They had eight 

children – Catherine b.1919, Duncan who died at seven months, John who became a vet and settled 

in Belfast and had three children, Duncan, Roderick and Daphne, Anne 1906-1962, Malcolm b. 

1909, Margaret, residing at Braeside, Heanish, Roderick known as ‘Lou’, 1899-1973 who married 

Catherine Kennedy (nighean Ciorstaidh Ghobhainn) and had three children – Christopher, Calum, 

now living in Seattle and Anne now living in Sydney, Australia.  Duncan, Donnachadh Bàn’s eigth 

child, was drowned aged two years.  

 

 

3. Dugald MacKinnon (Dùghal Beag), Adavale 

During the Second World War, Dùghal Beag was serving on board the coaster ‘Coral’ belonging to 

Robertson’s of Glasgow.  Shortly after coming off watch, he was standing outside the galley door 

shaving when a torpedo hit the ship.  The resulting explosion blew him straight over the side and into 

the water.  Fortnuately, unlike the majority of the crew, he was picked up and survived the attack. 

 

Dùghal’s brother Neil was serving as First Mate on board a ship belonging to the same company at 

the time of St. Valery and Dunkirk.  Under enemy fire he rowed the ship’s jolly–boat ashore and 

picked up a number of British soldiers who had been left stranded on the beach.  For his courage he 

received the Distinguished Service Cross. 

 

4. Hugh MacKinnon, Heanish, ran a fast Packet Service with passengers and mail between 

Scarinish and Tobermory, and for this he was known as ‘Eoghan a’ Phacaid.’  He died in 1902 aged 

79 years. 

 

This man’s son, Archibald (Eardsaidh ’ic Eoghain) operated the small ferry-boat from Scarinish, 

transporting people, livestock and cargo to and from steamers which lay off Scarinish Harbour before 

Gott Pier was completed in 1914.  He carried out this service over a long number of years, often in 

foul weather, with a remarkable safety record.  No serious accident ever took place while Archibald 

MacKinnon ran this ferry. 

 

 

About 1906, a Hospital of corrugated iron construction was built on the machair close to the shore in 

Heanish.  Here, cases such as Scarlet Fever, Enteric Fever and Measles were treated and specially 

trained Nurses were brought into the island to assist when an outbreak of fever took place.  The 

hospital was last used for this purpose in the 1930’s. 

 

The one-storey building with the tall chimneys beside the road in Heanish was originally built as a 

school.  After the 1872 Education Act, when a County Council School was built in Scarinish, the 

Heanish School became a Police Station and was used as such until the new Police Station was built 

in Cornaigmore in the late 1930’s. 
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Master Mariners, Heanish  

 

1. Donald MacKinnon  
Dòmhnall Mac Neill ’ic Dhòmhnaill Ruaidh Master of the ‘Taeping’ and his brother….. 

 

2. Angus MacKinnon 
Aonghas Mac Neill ’ic Dhòmhnaill Ruaidh and their brother, Christian name as yet 

unknown… 

 

3. ? MacKinnon 

 

4. Dugald MacKinnon  

Dùghal Beag, and his brother 

 

5. Neil MacKinnon 

Niall Dhùghail 

 

6. Alasdair MacKinnon  

       Alasdair Mac Chaluim 

 

7.       Iain Sinclair MacKinnon 

            His father was from Coll and his mother was Magaidh nighean Iain Mac Neill Mhòir. 

 

8.       Donald MacKinnon  

            Dòmhnall mac Iain mac Dhòmhnaill 

 

9.        John MacKinnon  

           Iain Eoghan a’ Phacaid and his brother… 

 

10.      Coll MacKinnon  

     Coll Eoghan a’ Phacaid ….and their cousin 

 

11.      George MacKinnon who lived in Iona. 

 

 

 

 

Ministers  

 

Donald Angus Munn who emigrated to South Africa in 1903. 

 

 

 

 


